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Foreword

Compiling the English-based jargon of election work and translating it into a language as intricate and uncompro-
mising as Arabic is a daunting mission. It would be an understatement to say that Arabic speakers are passionate
about their language and quick to debate usage, nuance, and meaning. NDI’s Arabic Publication Center in Beirut
first set out on this venture in 2004, publishing its English-Arabic Translator’s Guide to Election Terminology the follow-
ing year. With 200 additional entries and a new Arabic-English feature, this revised and updated publication of the
Guide has left few stones unturned. Even the most obscure expressions have been discussed and definitions have
been attempted.

As NDI expands democracy and governance programs throughout the Arabic speaking world, Arabic speakers on
the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) team will inevitably be at the forefront of creating new and precise
idiom to convey the concepts and ideas central to NDI’s work.

The team at the Arabic Publication Center humbly offers this second effort with the hope that it will not only prove
useful to NDI programs but that it will spark the regional discussion necessary to refine and improve its content.
The Guide is meant to be used as a reference document for NDI staff and contract interpreters. It is not meant to
be the final, authoritative resource.

User feedback is essential - comments and thoughts on terms, definition, usage, and regional application are desired
and actively solicited. Comments and suggestions can be emailed to NDI’s Publication Center at:
arabictranslation@ndi.org
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Absentee Ballot
i) g1 A5V 3

Absentee Voting
wl.g.ﬁ &'J‘\.—;‘/ Cug g

Absolute Majority
Lk 2 s

A ballot used by voters who are unable
to go to the polls to vote, either because
they are disabled or will be away from
their district on election day. Often, but
not always, absentee balloting is done
through the mail. See also, “Out of
Country Voting (OCV)” and “Postal
Vote/Voting By Mail.”

A voting method by which voters can
cast their ballots without going to their
polling station on the day fixed for vot-
ing. See also “Embassy Voting,”
“Out of Country Voting (OCV),”
and “Postal Vote/Voting By Mail.”

The required level of support in votes
required to win an electoral contest or a
referendum. In most countries, an
absolute majority is calculated as 50% +
1, while in other countries a higher
threshold is required by law, such as two-
thirds. Various legal systems set different
quota requirements for the absolute
majority; for example a country may
include all eligible voters or legislators,
not simply all participating voters or leg-
islators, in the calculation of an absolute
majority which means that high voter
abstention rates can cause an initiative to
fail. See also “Plurality/Relative
Majority” and “Simple Majority.”
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Accessibility
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The level of access for election stake-
holders, including citizens and political
competitors, to patticipate in and gar-
ner information about all stages of the
electoral process.

The relationship between government
and citizens. Acknowledgement and
assumption of responsibility for deci-
sions, actions, and policies, in light of
agreed expectations, such as an agree-
ment between an elected official and
his/her constituents.

Electoral districts that are created out-
side of the standard framework and/or
timeline for designing electoral districts.

See “Mixed-Member Proportional
System.”

The hearing and deciding of a legal case
in a court of law.

The person responsible for organizing
materials for election day and assisting
with post-election day statutory require-
ments, in addition to performing gener-
al administration and clerical functions
related to elections administration.

The unintentional exclusion of an eligi-
ble voter from the voters roll due to lim-
itations of voter registration administra-
tion, such as a pootly publicized dead-
lines, redistricting, clerical errors, or due
to voter inaction, such as failing to com-
plete the registration process correctly.
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Advance Voting
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Voting conducted before election day
during a period specified by the electoral
law. Countries that allow early voting
may require citizens to justify why they
are unable to cast a ballot on election
day. See also “Early voting.”

Political campaigning in a form of voter
contact in which the campaign pays to
have the mass media deliver the message.
See also “Mass Media,” “Message,”
and “Paid Media.”

In the electoral context, this is a person,
political group, or a non-political
organization associated with a candi-
date or political organization.

Individuals living in a country who are
not legal citizens of the nation or of the
state in which they reside, and therefore
do not have access to the same rights
and responsibilities as citizens. See also
“Citizen” and “Resident.”

An association of groups, people, or
nations who agree to cooperate to
achieve a common goal. An alliance is
usually a formal agreement. See also
“Bloc” and “Coalition.”

Distribution of seats to political parties
or candidates within a legislative body
according to votes received.
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Alternative Vote
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A voting method used in plurality/major-
ity systems in single-member districts in
which voters mark their order prefer-
ences for candidates on the ballot by
using numbers. If no candidate wins an
absolute majority when first preference
votes are distributed, the least successful
candidates are excluded and the second
preference votes of their supporters are
redistributed. This process continues
until a candidate achieves a majority.

A revision or change made in the elec-
toral law and regulations by formal proce-
dure. See also “Electoral Reform.”

A deviation or departure from the normal
order, form, or rule. Can be found by
compating election results (e.g. rates of
voter participation, numbers of spoilt bal-
lots, margins of victory, etc.) from a cur-
rent election in the region with data from
previous years.

A trend among some voters that demon-
strates lack of interest in voting, politics,
candidates, and other public issues. See also
“Voter Drop Off”’ and “Voter Fatigue.”

A device used in some list proportional
representation systems which enables
separate parties to declare themselves
linked for the purpose of seat allocation.

Any court of law that is empowered to
hear an appeal of a court or other tribunal.
In the process of electoral complaints
adjudication, an appellate court can be the
next body of review after the election
management body (EMB), electoral court,
electoral tribunal, or other designated judi-
cial body has issued a decision. See also
“Review Authority/Body.”
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The procedure by which an individual
officially declares his or her candidacy
to contest an election. Depending on
the electoral law of the country, apply-
ing for candidacy may require collecting
a certain number of signatures or pay-
ing a deposit. See also “Ballot
Qualification” and “Registration of
Parties or Candidates.”

An individual holding public office
selected for the position by another
branch of government, such as the
executive or legislature, rather than by
an election by citizens.

A single-seat election method in
which voters can vote for, or approve
of, as many candidates as they wish.
Each approved candidate receives one
vote, and the candidate with the most
votes wins.

Group of individuals who organize
around a common idea or cause, with
either formal or informal status in a polit-
ical system. Associations are considered
civil society organizations (CSOs) and
can include non-governmental organiza-
tions (NGOs) or labor unions. See also
“Civil Society Organization (CSO),”
“Non-Governmental Organization
(NGO)” and “Union.”

Candidates may be elected “at-large” to
represent an entire jurisdiction that
contains sub-districts. This jurisdiction
then serves as a single constituency. At-
large systems allow 50 % of voters to
control 100 % of seats, and in conse-
quence typically results in racially and
politically homogenous elected bodies.
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At-Large District
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A district that contains sub districts, or
where more than one candidate shares
the same district. A mayor may run
“at-large” while city council members
run in districts. See “Multi-Member
District.”

See “Block Vote/Bloc Vote.”

A person ot people to whom information
is conveyed or messages ate directed.

An examination of records and activi-
ties conducted to ensure compliance
with established controls, policies, and
operational procedures. Also to recom-
mend any indicated changes in con-
trols, policy, or procedures.

Quality that leads the judgments, deci-
sions, recommendations, and orders of
certain individuals and institutions to
be accepted voluntarily as right and
therefore to be implemented through
obedience and cooperation. Authority
is a main source of political power, but
it is not identical to it. For example, the
State may be the main holder of
authority, and therefore be the target
of advocacy.
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Balanced Media
O3l o]

Ballot Box
gAY Gsio

Ballot Box Seals
g LAY Gpits plus]

Ballot Box Stuffing
gAY Gaazo i

Media that presents more than one side
of a story when appropriate. To be bal-
anced, media is not required to allocate
precisely equal time to all sides, but the
quality of being balanced precludes
inflated coverage of one side and/or
disregard or omission of another.

Official container into which voters
place their ballot papers.

A method of tamper-proofing the ballot
box, with a uniquely numbered keyed
lock. It is appropriate to seal, with a
paper seal, wax, or some other method,
the keyhole of each lock when it is
affixed to the ballot box. Tamper-proof
sealing of ballot boxes is one of the basic
guarantees of voting integrity. Ballot
boxes must be sealed from the com-
mencement of voting through to their
opening, after the close of voting, for
removal of ballot boxes for the count.

A type of voter fraud in which an indi-
vidual submits more than one ballot.
This term is also used when a respon-
dent to computerized survey submits
more than one survey.
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Ballot Initiative
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A proposed piece of legislation (a law)
on which people can vote. See also
“Referendum.”

The location and order of races, candi-
date names, and ballot initiatives on the
ballot. Races are often placed in order
of importance and candidate names are
often ordered randomly.

A set of pre-established criteria that par-
ties or individual candidates must meet
to be placed on a ballot. These require-
ments should be rational, reasonable,
and objective. See also “Applying for
Candidacy” and “Registration of
Parties or Candidates.”

The process of comparing the number
of ballots in the ballot box with the
number of voters according to the vot-

to the voters list.

The method of presenting voter choic-
es on the ballot paper (i.e. candidate-
centered vs. party-centered).

Deliberately spoiling paper ballots of a
voter one seeks to disenfranchise,
often in the aim of eliminating votes
for a political opponent. See also
“Disenfranchise.”

Official document on which voters can
indicate their preferences to cast their
vote.
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See “Voting.”

e Ballots that have been rendered
invalid because of damage or tampering;
e Ballots that have been disposed of
after the election results have been made
official. Ballots should not be destroyed
until after the time for challenging a
result before a court or tribunal has
passed, or if a challenge has been lodged,
after the challenge has been finally dealt
with. Ballots should be destroyed in such
a manner that keeps the vote secret.

The number of ballots correctly deposit-
ed into the ballot box or transmitted
through an electronic voting machine
(EVM) which will be enumerated in the
vote count. Unused and spoilt ballots are
not considered ballots cast.

A chart with rectangular bars with
lengths proportional to the values that
they represent. Bar graphs have several
uses in elections, such as representing
where candidates or parties stand in rela-
tion to each other in the electoral race.

A political poll taken to determine as
much information about the voters as
possible. The baseline poll is usually done
eatly in the campaign before there is
much political activity. See “Political
Polling” and “Tracking Poll/Sutvey.”

A leaning in favor of or against some-
thing or someone; partiality or preju-
dice. For antonym, see “Unbiased.”
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Bicameral Legislature In government, bicameralism is the

LS oy T T
it O3/ St

Bill
059U § 9 pien
Bipartisan

[y eaza
Ut oo Seife

Birth Registry
SIsY ) S

Black Box Voting
syl Gabiall § Coppuat

Blank Ballot

Blanket Primary
dals Lot ol

practice of having two legislative or par-
liamentary chambers. Thus, a bicameral
partliament or bicameral legislature is a
parliament or legislature which consists
of two chambers or houses. See also
“Unicameral Legislature.”

Proposed act not yet passed by the leg-
islature.

Consisting of, or supported by, mem-
bers of two major political parties.

Official records of people’s births. In
some countries it is necessary to pro-
duce an official copy of one’s birth cer-
tificate to prove citizenship or voting
eligibility.

The practice of recording votes using a
direct recording electronic (DRE) sys-
tem that does not provide a subsequent
paper record of the votet’s action.

A ballot with no mark, meaning that the
voter did not vote for any of the candi-
dates on the ballot, nor did he or she
vote for or against a proposition on the
ballot.

A primary election in which the names
of all the candidates for all the parties
are on one ballot. This term is used specifi-
cally within the U.S. electoral system.
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When all eligible voters in a geographic
area are encouraged to vote regardless
of which candidate they support. For
example, in areas where there is consid-
erable support for a candidate - say six
out of ten voters support the candidate
- it may benefit the campaign of that
candidate if as many voters as possible
go to the polls, regardless of whether or
not the supporters have been identified.
See also “GOTV Get Out The Vote”
and “Pull.”

A group with a shared interest/purpose;
group of voters or politicians who share
common goals. See also “Alliance” and
“Coalition.”

A multi-seat election method in plurali-
ty/majority systems in which each voter
can vote on as many seats that are to be
filled within the electoral district. The
candidates with the most votes win - an
absolute majority is not required. See
also “Plurality/Relative Majority.”

Usually a non-partisan or multi-partisan
board set up to oversee the election and
ensure that it is conducted faitly. See
also “Election Management Body
(EMB).”

The act of seizing and controlling a
polling station so that many fraudulent
votes may be cast there.

Managing of the booths in the polling
station.
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A voting system for single or multiple-
seat elections using rank preference bal-
lots. A voter’s first choice is worth a full
point and subsequent choices are worth
a percentage of a point. The candidate(s)
with the most cumulative points wins.

A situation in which the flow of people
is slowed at one place in the voting
process, therefore causing the process
to slow down or halt.

A multi-seat election method. Similar to
instant runoff voting except runoff
cycles stop when number of remaining
candidates is equal to the number of
seats to be filled.

Something that marks an electoral limit
or border. See also “Constituency.”

The process of drawing boundaries of
constituencies for allocation of seats. See
also “Districting” and “Redistricting.”

The act of giving or promising any
money gift, office, employment, or
reward to a voter, at anytime in order to
influence him or her to give or withhold
his/her vote. See also “Vote-Buying.”

A short and clear summary of a situa-
tion or an event. It can be a meeting or
a set of written materials.
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The amount of money a candidate or
party spends on various aspects of the
campaign. Can also refer to allocation
of time and resources.

An election not held at the regularly
scheduled time, often to fill a vacancy
in the office. There is often much
lower voter turnout in a special or by-
election. By-elections are also known
as special elections.

A law or rule governing the internal
affairs of an organization.
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Campaign

s

Campaign Abuse/
Violation

ity oSl 3,5/ 9!
A

Campaign Calendar

Campaign Committee
A Lt

Campaign Donation
Wl il

Political activity, including meetings, ral-
lies, speeches, demonstrations, parades,
other events, and the use of media
intended to inform citizens or govern-
ment about the platform of a particular
candidate, coalition, or group of citi-
zens, to gather support.

An infringement, either intentional or
unintentional, of the electoral law’s reg-
ulations on any aspect of the campaign,
such as campaign finance, advertising,
and media restrictions.

A calendar developed by a campaign to
schedule events and voter contact in
the campaign.

The decision-making group in a cam-
paign made up of the key advisors to
the candidate. This committee could
also provide financial assistance to can-
didates, in addition to strategic support.
See also “Campaign Team.”

A contribution of money to fund a
political campaign. There are two types
of campaign donations: “hard money,”
which is regulated by campaign finance
which is not

>

laws, and “soft money,’
subject to campaign finance laws, but
cannot be used to directly support a
candidate for federal office. See also
“Hard Money/Soft Money.”
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A movement to restrict and monitor
the amount of money individuals and
interest groups can contribute to politi-
cal campaigns.

Laws that restrict the amount of money
individuals and interest groups can con-
tribute to political campaigns. Regulations
require candidates or political parties to
maintain and disclose financial records.

Printed campaign material used to
inform and persuade potential voters
about the candidate.

The person responsible for overseeing
the strategic development and the day-to-
day running of the campaign. The candi-
date cannot be the campaign manager.

Period of time, defined by law, within
which candidates may conduct cam-
paign activities and distribute election
propaganda.

The written document drafted at the
beginning of a campaign bringing togeth-
er the important research, targeting, mes-
sage, strategy, and step-by-step outline of
how the campaign will get to election day.

People who have proven past expeti-
ence working on campaigns, and undet-
stand the fundamentals of campaign
development, such as raising money,
formulating a campaign message, work-
ing with the media, and targeting and
persuading voters. See also “Campaign
Committee,” “Campaign Manager,”
and “Scheduler.”
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Campaign Rally
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See “Rally.”

The money, time, information, and
manpower help to which a campaign
has access.

A decision-making group in the cam-
paign made up of the key advisors to
the candidate. In some cases the cam-
paign team may be the campaign com-
ittee plus the campaign staff. See also
“Campaign Committee.”

The person “unning for a particular
elected position\The role of the candi-
date is to meet vters and potential

donors to the campatxa and persuade

didate. The

ager.

All the information, both good and bad,
that a campaign can put together on its
own candidate as well as on the com-
petitor. This research is typically con-
ducted either before a campaign petriod
begins or eatly into a campaign period
to identify any potentially controversial
information that is easily accessible. See
also “Opposition Research” and
“Research.”

See “Party Agent.”

A person designated by a candidate to
be responsible for the financial man-
agement of his or her campaign, and
the completion of the statutory reports.
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A type of citizen contact in which the
candidate, campaign organizers, ot vol-
unteers go from one home to another,
talking directly to citizens. This can be
one of the most persuasive methods of
gaining credibility and support, though it
is time and labor intensive. Canvassing is
also known as “Door-to-door.”

See “Voting.”

Form of ballot which only allows for a
choice of a single candidate or party.

e A meeting of party leaders and/or
supportters, the purpose of which may
be to show unity for a particular issue
(usually held privately) or to select a
candidate for office;

e A group within a legislative or decision-
making body seeking to represent a spe-
cific interest or influence a particular area
of policy. In the British system, this term
refers to a committee within a political
party charged with determining policy.

Process whereby small groups select
representatives who, in turn, choose
candidates to serve in a given govern-
ment. This term is used specifically within the
U.S. electoral system.

The denial of freedom of speech or free-
dom of the press. Censorship can take
the form of the suppression of ideas and
information that certain persons -individ-
uals, groups or government officials -find
objectionable or dangerous. The offen-
sive material may be considered immoral
or obscene, heretical or blasphemous,
seditious or treasonable, or injurious to
the national security. See also “Direct
Censorship” and “Self-Censorship.”
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A survey of all people and households
in a specified region that provides
essential demographic information for
government, business, and the commu-
nity. Conducted on a national, state, or
district level. Data from the census is
used to update the voter registry in
some counttries.

See “Election Management Body
(EMB).”

An independent organization that over-
sees certification of election-related
technologies.

The process of endorsing the validity of
tabulated election results, thus making
them official. The election is not com-
pleted until after it is certified and elect-
ed candidates qualify and take office.

A tiny bit of paper that is punched from
a ballot using a punch-type mechanical
voting machine. This ferm is nsed specifical-
by within the U.S. electoral system. See also
“Hanging Chad.”

A legal complaint that questions compli-
ance with the election law at any point in
the electoral process. A challenge may
call into question the validity of election
results for certain polling stations or elec-
toral districts, or for national-level
results. See also “Contest an Election,”
and “Contestation.”

See “Tendered Ballot.”
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A campaign message must be concise,
truthful and credible, persuasive, easy to
remember, and be important to citizens.
A good message speaks to the heart, is tat-
geted and repeated. See also “Message.”

The individual responsible for ensutring
the fair and impartial conduct of elec-
tions described under the electoral law,
managing the operations of the election
management body (EMB) to achieve
objectives and meet all legislative and
reporting responsibilities; maintaining
accurate electoral rolls; promoting public
awareness of electoral practices through
education and information programs;
conducting research on electoral matters;
and providing advice on electoral matters
to members of the legislature, political
parties, and others. See also “Election
Management Body (EMB).”

A method of counting in preferential
vote systems whereby least successful
candidates are eliminated and their votes
reallocated to remaining candidates.

See “Single Transferable Vote (STV).”

See “Single Transferable Vote (STV).”

A method of counting in preferential
vote systems, whereby surplus votes are
transferred from leading candidates
who have reached a given quota to
remaining candidates. The single vote
that the voter cast is transferable at
times, in part or whole, to another can-
didate under certain conditions speci-
fied in the election law.

ols Dsloy B5mpe Ukl Wy 0555 ol o
s 1 LY e 5,0l Slically oy
& Kol st 0l Uty 0L3Y1 § s o Lad]
UL o ol UL J6 bl s
Lsls 5 A8y Gagdl e 55,5 elall 852
() " Ll gl

iy Ay LY e 0l e Jased
S,lals QLY 6558 ade Sty Lo 335 dslm s
Sl i Jow 3 LY it Jlos]
el e gt Sl ssd) S g DYl B i)
TS/ PUESCRRUNE 21 PURG-ECTUSTEOPYSE Je-1 |
o plad) sl sty sl Jolar &
it i) gl I e B Sl
G35 S oY) el s tolasdoad) s
G5l sin o pead] ela] LTy (e
VBN | U O P SPS-S [ TS [ I B 5 |
N PEES (R F N EON SN PN PN JOW

Gyt datist 3 OV ClwasY i T
Ua ot A1 131 sl J) o o)
vt M oo i o e ol ] 35 Bkl s

RPVHTRFET VUK JEYR IXT

U rild JA) a5 gl U5 o

Copmaitl it ST § Ol o s sY i T
2] oY e J) sl e i)
iteams do¥) ol ki uddl G Al e
Opalls o A U Jl it las e
& perld U e cldl 4 dus ) sl
b AT te d) LS 51 Lsr ol amy

BV 50 § ssadl byl e



20

Choice Voting
O] et Ay S guad
Citizen

oblye

Citizen Initiative
Lbaw B0l

Citizen Journalism
LAz pd dodios dilos

Citizenship
Lol /i

NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTE

See “Single Transferable Vote (STV).”

An individual who is a naturalized or
native-born resident of a State, displays
allegiance to that State’s political and
legal authority, and who is therefore
entitled to the rights and protections of
its laws, including the right to political
patticipation. See also “Alien/Non-
Citizen” and “Resident.”

A mechanism which enables voters to
place legislative issues on the ballot or
in front of their legislature.

The act of individuals participating in
the collecting, reporting, analysis, and
dissemination of news and information.
Citizen journalism incorporates a vari-
ety of mediums, including blogging,
SMS or text messaging, twitter, photog-
raphy, video, and traditional news
pieces. Major broadcasting networks,
such as Al-Jazeera, BBC, and CNN,
have launched citizen journalism proj-
ects. See also “Civic Journalism.”

Right of national identity bestowed by a
State to individual members of that sys-
tem by birth or application, which
requests citizen allegiance.
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Programs which introduce the basic
rules and institutional features of a
democratic political system, and pro-
vide knowledge about democratic
rights and practices, such as under-
standing constitutional rights, gender
equity and collective action. By better
understanding their constitutional
rights and community organizing tech-
niques, citizens are able to more effec-
tively participate in their government.
Civic education programs aim to impatt
the necessary knowledge and skills
needed to effectively participate in the
community, government, and politics.
See also “Voter Education.”

Professional media that focuses on put-
ting the interest of citizens above that
of politicians and journalists. It is based
on the understanding that journalists
have a fundamental responsibility for
strengthening civic culture and democ-
racy. It seeks to listen to how citizens
frame their problems and what citizens
see as solutions to those problems. The
civic journalism movement began with
the 1988 U.S. elections when journalists
and scholars began looking for a better
way to cover politics. Today, it is prac-
ticed by newspapers, radio, and televi-
sion stations in many parts around the
wotld. See also “Citizen Journalism.”

A list or registry of all national citizens
maintained by the government and
sometimes used as the basis of a voter
list. However, they may not contain all
the information relevant to the voting
process.
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Yoluntary collective activities organized

policymakers). See also “Ci
Organization (CSO).”

Comprised of people who form associa-
tions to work for a common cause. This
includes non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) and community-based organiza-
tions (CBOs) both of which are specifi
types of civil society organizatighs
(CSOs). Although extremely divegse, the

one commonality between all forms of

CSOs is their autonomy, i
least, from government and private sec-
tor. It is this independence that allows for
such organizations’to exist and play an
important role A a democracy. See also
“Non-Governmental Organization

ce “Challenge (Electoral).”

A form of list proportional representation
in which electors are restricted to voting
only for a party or political grouping and
cannot express a preference for any candi-
date within a party list. See also “Free
List,” “Open List,” and “Party List.”

Primary election in which only a politi-
cal party’s members may vote on its
nominees. See also “Open Primary.”
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An election in which there are many
close races and/or the results are diffi-
cult to predict. Closely contested elec-
tions may result in one party refusing
to acknowledge the declared winner
and challenging the results. See also
“Contest an Election.”

e An alliance, temporary or perma-
nent, of different persons or organiza-
tions that unify for a common cause or
engage in a joint activity, usually
focused on advocating to government
for change;

e Association of two or more political
parties constituting a joint force for the
purpose of contesting an election or
forming a government. This may also
be labeled an “Alliance of Parties.” See
also “Alliance” and “Bloc.”

A parliamentary government created
from more than one political party. It is
sometimes, but not always, created when
no single party has gained an overall
majority in a general election. See also
“Government of National Unity.”

An allusion to the rear panels (“tails”)
of a gentleman’s frock coat, the term
refers to the ability of a popular office-
holder or candidate for office to
increase the chances for victory of
other candidates of the same political
party based on the strength of his or
her own popularity. This candidate is
said to carry others to victory “on his
coattails.” This term is used specifically with-
in the U.S. electoral system.
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A set of rules of behavior for electoral
actors belonging to a specific group
(political parties and their supporters,
election obsetvers, election officials, etc.)
relating to their participation in an elec-
tion process, to which groups or individ-
uals agree to voluntarily or by mandate of
law. See also “Neutrality Pledge.”

See “Code of Conduct.”

Calculated for each district by dividing
the number of valid votes cast by the
number of seats allocated to the district.

Events within the home of a volunteer
or supporter their friends are able to
meet a candidate. These have the
advantage of face-to-face contact and
are the most persuasive form of voter
contact. Coffees can also be used for
small donor fundraising.

A demographic group similar to or having
similar interests to another demographic
group. For example, teachers may share
an interest in improving education with
mothers. Teachers and mothers would be
collateral groups.

See “Tabulation of Results.”
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A formal group of individuals brought
together on a regular or ad hoc basis to
debate matters within that sphere of
expertise, and often with regulatory or
quasi-judicial powers such as the abili-
ty to license activity or to subpoena
witnesses. Commissions usually also
have advisory powers to the govern-
ment. The organizational form of a
commission is often resorted to by
governments to exhaustively investi-
gate a matter of national concern, and
is often known as a “commission of
inquiry.” This legal structure can be
contrasted with a council, the latter
not enjoying quasi-judicial or regulato-
ry powers. See also “Council.”

A system in which seats are not only
divided on a communal basis, but the
entire system of patliamentary repre-
sentation is similarly based on com-
munal considerations. This usually
means that each defined community
has its own electoral roll, and elects
only members of its “own group” to
the legislature.

A register of voters in which set critetia
such as race, language, or ethnicity
determine which electors can enroll to
vote, and which candidates can be elect-
ed, within the wider electoral contest.

The list proportional representation
seats in a mixed-member proportional
system that are awarded to parties on
the basis of their proportion of the
national vote and designed to correct
any disproportions in the results of the
elections held in plurality/majority dis-
trict seats.
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Competitive Election An clection in which at least two politi-

Tl !

Complaint Form
AL ppdind § o

Complaints
Adjudication Process

oSl 3 Tl olsl 2l

Complementary
Election

LSO ol

Compulsory Voting
ol Al S

Computer Tests of
the Voter List

Oesld] ol o pand

cal parties present alternative sets of
candidates and there is equitable and
open competition for votes without
government harassment or restriction
of opposition groups. Elections must
be deemed “competitive” by domestic
or international actors to meet interna-
tional standards.

A form to be filled out by an observer,
monitor, or individual who witnessed a
case of electoral fraud to be submitted to
the election management body (EMB) or
an independent body (i.e. court of law).

See “Review Process.”

See “By-Election.”

When voting is a legal obligation
instead of a legal right, of all eligible cit-
izens. Those who fail to vote and fail to
present a valid reason for abstention
may face official penalties.

The use of computer programs to ana-
lyze an electronic copy of the voters list
for errors and trends. These tests ate
often conducted by election authorities
or technical consultants to detect the
number of records, missing data, dupli-
cate and ineligible records, wrong con-
stituencies, additions, deletions, and cor-
rections. See also “Voters List Audit.”
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e Confidence levels specify the rela-
tionship between a sample and a popu-
lation for a parallel vote tabulation
(PVT), voters list audit, or other sut-
veys that require a population sample.
Confidence levels concern how the
sample data can be compared to the
population; the more confidence
requires that the sample distribution
will reflect the population distribution,
the larger the sample has to be;

e The term confidence level is also
used to describe the degree of trust vot-
ers have in the electoral process (voter
registration, vote tabulation, etc.). If the
general population has a low confi-
dence level in the elections, the results
may be considered illegitimate.

The date for the commencement of the
preparation of the preliminary lists of
electors for that election, with respect
to an election in an electoral district.
Depending on the election law, declara-
tion of the confirmation date can be
timed by the governing party to put
other parties at a disadvantage.

A situation in which someone in a
position of trust or authority, has com-
peting professional or personal inter-
ests, which can make it difficult to ful-
fill duties impartially. A conflict of
interest exists even if no unethical or
improper act results from it and can
create an appearance of impropriety
that can undermine confidence in the
person/position/office. Clear guide-
lines spelled out in bylaws and memo-
randa of understandings serve to pre-
vent actual, potential, or perceived
conflicts of interest.
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General agreement that involves seek-
ing and taking into account the view of
all parties concerned, and to reconciling
any conflicting arguments. Consensus
does not imply unanimity. Consensus is
a way of making decisions which aims
to include everyone in the process and
resolve any objections.

Political representative divisions within a
state, the boundaries of which are drawn
up by the state legislature. One member
of the House of Representatives is elect-
ed per district. This term is used specifically
within the U.S. electoral system.

An individual with a political philoso-
phy supporting conserving heritage,
traditional wvalues, or an established
social order. He or she does not reject
change but insists that further change
be organic rather than revolutionary.
For antonym, see “Liberal.”

The consolidation of democracy is the
process by which democracy becomes
so broadly and profoundly legitimatized
among its citizens that it is very unlike-
ly to break down. When democracy is
consolidated, it has been accepted by
most citizens as the only game in town.
The of democracy
involves behavioral and institutional

consolidation

changes that normalize democratic pol-
itics and narrow its uncertainty. This
normalization requires the expansion of
citizen access, development of demo-
cratic citizenship and culture, broaden-
ing of leadership recruitment of a
mature civil society, and more impot-
tantly, political
Consolidation requires that habituation
to the norms and procedutes of demo-
cratic conflict regulation be developed.
A high degree of institutional routiniza-
tion is key to such a process.

institutionalization.
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The concept that the candidate and the
party are constantly working for the
next election and do not wait for elec-
tion time to start delivering a message.

e A portion of the population repre-
sented by a particular elected leader or
organization;

e The electoral district or area, or the
people in it, which an elected official
represents.

A citizen who is represented by an
elected official.

Set of basic rules by which the govern-
ment of a State is organized that regu-
lates the relationships between the leg-
islature, the executive, and the judiciary,
and enumerates rights and responsibili-
ties of citizens.

e To strive to be elected, to enter as a
candidate in an electoral race;

e To dispute the declared result of an
election or to object to the way an elec-
toral process was administratively car-
ried out. Most electoral laws afford
political parties and individual voters
the right to bring cases of electoral
fraud before an electoral court or tribu-
nal. Individuals may contest elections
based on violations of the electoral law,
which may include misconduct on the
part of poll workers, the ineligibility of
a candidate to hold office, the casting of
illegal votes, or voter intimidation. See
also “Closely Contested Election.”

An objection of administrative or any
nature to activities and decisions relating
to the electoral processes and results.
See also “Challenge (Electoral).”
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Districts comprised of areas which are
geographically adjoined or touching.

A voting environment that meets the
following criteria:

e Representatives of political contest-
ants, non-partisan domestic election
monitoring organizations, and other
appropriately authorized persons are
physically present, and are able to
access and observe the environment;

e Election officials are present, in
charge of the process and have legal
responsibilities and powers to ensure
the accuracy and integrity of the elec-
toral process;

e Access (whether physical or virtual) to
the environment, including the technologi-
cal devices, is secured and controlled, and is
regulated by a process that is independent-
ly auditable and verifiable. For antonym,
see “Uncontrolled Environment.”

A meeting of party delegates and lead-
ers at any of the three levels of govern-
ment (federal, state, or local) in order
to formulate party strategy and tactics
while also nominating candidates for
political office. In addition, the party
platform is written and approved,
detailing where the party “stands” on
the important issues of the upcoming
campaign. This term is wused specifically
within the U.S. electoral system.

An increase in a presidential candidate’s
popularity, as indicated by public opin-
ion polls, in the days immediately fol-
lowing his or her nomination for office
at his or her party’s national conven-
tion. This term is used specifically within the
U.S. electoral system.
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Corrected Voter's List See “Revised Voter’s List.”
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Corruption
sLd

Council

o

Count
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Counting Center
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Created Events
ols Slulin

Credibility
Loilieas

The abuse of entrusted power for pri-
vate gain.

e A formal group of experts brought
together on a regular basis to debate
matters within that sphere of expertise,
and with advisory powers to govern-
ment. It can be contrasted with a com-
mission which, although also a body of
experts, is typically given regulatory
powers in addition to a role as advisor
to the government;

e Thelocal body that operates in the town
hall to raise local taxes and administer local
services. See also “Commission.”

The process of sorting, tallying, record-
ing, and tabulating votes cast in an elec-
tion. See also “Tabulation of Results.”

A centralized location in which votes
from several polling stations are aggre-
gated and counted.

Any attempt by the campaign to bring
together a large group of people or sup-
porters. Created events may receive
press coverage and thereby influence
other voters or can also be used to raise
funds and energize supporters. See
“Preset Events” and “Rally.”

e The positive or negative view voters
have of a candidate or party. By creat-
ing contrast, campaigns can use their
message to raise their candidate’s credi-
bility, lower their opponents’ credibili-
ty, ot both;
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Cross Cutting
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Usaze olylas/olluil

Cross Tabs
Lablize Jyldo

Crossing Out
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e In terms of an electoral system, this
refers to citizens’ faith in the system in
which the elections take place and the
perception of whether or not election
results reflect the choice of voters.

Political allegiances of voters which cut
across societal cleavages of ethnicity,
religion, or class.

itical Polling.”

putting a cross over their names and
some cases writing in a different name.
Crossing out candidates occurs in a
bloc vote system.

A sample of voters that considers age
groups, gender, ethnicity in such a way
that reflects a normal distribution.
Cross-sections of voters can be used in
public opinion polls, parallel vote tabu-
lation (PVT) samples, and for audits of
the voters list. See also “Sampling of
Results” and “Voters List Audit.”

Small groupings within the demographic
breakdown that are members of at least
two other demographic sets.

A system of voting in which each voter is
given as many votes as there are positions
to be filled and is allowed to cast those
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votes for one candidate or distribute
them in any way among the candidates. It
is a system of proportional representation
in which minorities may be able to ensure
their approximate proportional represen-
tation by concentrating their votes on a
subset of candidates commensurate with
their size in the electorate. See also
“Proportional Representation.”

A piece of hung cloth intended to
block or obscure light; a curtain is a
critical feature of a voting booth to
maintain the secrecy of the vote. See
also “Secret Ballot.”
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Dark Horse
é,-wi obas

Data Collection Center

SUledl gt 350

Data Migration
bl §

Data Reporting
Protocols

bl Ji5 J ol

Database
Olly suels

A usually little-known candidate who
unexpectedly wins a party’s nomination
or an election. See also “Underdog”
and “Front-Runner.”

The central location to which election
obsetvers relay information for a parallel
vote tabulation (PVT), reports of fraud, or
other relevant information. The most
common method of communicating
information to the data collection center is
by phone, however faxing, and SMS mes-
saging are other techniques that are used.

The transfer of data from one database,
such as a civil registry, to another, such
as a voter database.

Procedures for election observers,
including directions for how and when
to report data on the quality of the
process and the vote count results.

A searchable structured collection of
records or data that is stored in a com-
puter system. Databases have many uses
in the electoral process: They are used
to store information on the electorate in
the form of voter registries and civil reg-
istries; and campaigns often use data-
bases to track information on voters,
such as their likeliness to support a pat-
ticular candidate, party, or issue.
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A database design requirement that
directs the database to keep records of
changes, deletions, and insertions for
review purposes.

Standards set by the election authorities
that inform the specifications used by
programmers to build the database.

Electronic versions of some or all of
the records in a database intended to be
used by another database and thus not
“usable” by people.

An output of a database containing a
compilation of information available in
a variety of formats intended for the
end user.

Face-to-face discussion among citizens,
candidates, and/or elected officials on
issues of concern where different sides
of an argument are presented and
defended. Debates can occur at all three
levels of government, but the most pub-
licized on the national level are debates
involving the presidential nominees.
These are typically broadcast live, can
involve questions from journalists and
average citizens, and may reach large
numbers of voters at one time.

Oral or written formal public communi-
cation of the result of an electoral event.
This may consist of the number of votes
received by each candidate or political
party contesting an election, and of the
candidate(s) and/or party(ies) who sit as
elected members/seats under the provi-
sions of the electoral law; or of the
number of votes recorded for each of
two or more options presented in the
use of direct democracy voting.
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Votes that are sealed in an enveloke
signed by the voter and cast when the
voter casts an absent or postal vote.
Used when the voter’s name cannot
be found on the electoral roll, or
when the votet’s name is marked off
the electoral roll as already having
voted. See also “Absentee Ballot,”
“Postal Vote/Voting By Mail,” and
"Tendered Ballot.”

The ballot of an elector that has
declined to vote. In some countries, the
ballot may be marked and counted as
“declined.” See also “Protest Vote.”

e An individual authorized to act as a
representative for another, as a deputy
or an agent, or as a representative to a
conference or convention;

e A representative, usually chosen
either in state caucuses or presidential
primaries, who will be responsible for
choosing presidential and vice presi-
dential nominees at the national party
conventions every four years. Most del-
egates are pledged to support a specific
candidate. A majority of the delegates’
votes at the convention is needed for a
presidential candidate to receive the
party’s nomination. This term is used
specifically within the U.S. electoral system.

Political system in which the people
shate in directing the activities of the
State, as distinct from governments
controlled by a single class, select
group, or autocrat. The definition of
democracy has been expanded to
describe a philosophy that insists on the
right and the capacity of a people, act-
ing either directly or through represen-
tatives, to control their institutions for
their own purposes.
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See “Consolidation of Democracy.”

Grouping of the voting population
based on age, gender, income, education
level, occupation, ethnic background,
religion, or any other identifiable group-
ing of the voter population. It is
assumed that voters who identify with a
particular demographic group will vote
in a similar way. See also “Targeting”
and “Geographic Targeting.”

An attempt to make a computer or
computer service inaccessible to its
intended users by flooding it with illegit-
imate requests that overwhelm it, ren-
dering regular use impossible.

An input device that creates an elec-
tronic record while simultaneously
marking specialized paper. The device
recognizes and records the movement
of the pen's point and at the same time
leaves an ink trail on the paper. The
paper contains microscopic dot pat-
terns that allow the digital pen to recog-
nize the position of the mark on the
digital paper. Data stored in the pen can
then be uploaded to a computer and
software transforms the data into text.

A preventative form of censorship
which entails pre-publication review,
licensing and registration require-
ments, and government monopoliza-
tion. See also “Censorship” and
“Self-Censorship”.
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Direct Data Capture
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A device that allows on-the spot entry of
information in an electronic format. This
data can be transmitted immediately or at
a later date from the device to a central-
ized repository. DDCs can be used to
enter and store voter information duting
the voter registration process.

Sending voters solicitations in the mail
asking them to contribute to an organi-
zation, political party, or candidate.

A voting technology that allows the
voter to use a keyboard or touch-screen
machine to indicate his/her choice and
records that information in an electron-
ic format on that device. This is to be
distinguished from systems that use a
computer interface to print a scanable
ballot and do not record voter choices.
DRE systems may, however, produce a
paper record.

An electronic voting (E-Voting) system
in which votes are tallied directly to com-
puter memory. The voting machines typ-
ically take the form of an automatic teller
machine or a laptop computer.

Elections in which voters directly elect
their representatives in government.

Any method by which the candidate or
the campaign communicates the message
to potential voters in person, rather than
using some form of media.

The office or position of a director, a
board of directors, or the entire staff of
a bureau or department.
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A ballot that was not placed in a ballot
box after marked by the voter.

The release, transfer, provision of
access to, or divulging in any other
manner of information outside the enti-
ty holding the information.

Explicit or implicit revocation of, or
failure to grant, the right to vote to a
person or a group of people. For
antonym, sce “Enfranchise(ment).”

See “Choice Elimination” and
“Choice Transfer.”

The requirement that to win an election
a candidate must not merely win a spec-
ified proportion of the vote nationally
but also a specified degree of support
from different regions.

See  “Electoral District” and

“Constituency.”

The number of legislative seats assigned
to an electoral district.

All the information and research that a
campaign can put together about a rel-
evant electoral district. Should be con-
ducted at the beginning of a campaign.
See also “Research.”
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The process for determining the way in
which constituency or electoral area
boundaries are drawn; it deals with the
division of a country into electoral dis-
tricts and the allocation of electors to
electoral districts and polling sites. The
legislature itself or an independent com-
mittee may do the districting or redistrict-
ing. Districting is also known as boundary
demarcation. See also “Boundary
Delimitation” and “Redistricting.”

Situation in which a multiplicity of pet-
spectives exist based on religious, polit-
ical, racial, or other differences. See also
“Heterogeneous Population.”

A situation in which one party controls
the executive office and another party
controls the legislature. Divided gov-
ernment can frequently occur in presi-
dential systems.

A national of a country who monitors
election processes, including observing
procedures inside polling places, as part
of a non-partisan domestic election
monitoring organization. See also
“Election Monitor/Observer.”

A non-partisan domestic organization
that, on the basis of political impartiali-
ty, monitors election processes to pro-
mote electoral integrity and ensure that
the rights of voters are respected in the
electoral process. Such an organization
is comprised of local citizens and does
not supportt or detract from a competi-
tor in an election. See also “Election
Monitoring/Obsetving.”
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A ballot paper marked with preferences
for candidates without consideration of
their policies or abilities. A classic don-
key vote is one which records prefet-
ences straicht down the ballot paper in
the same order as the names printed.
This term is used specifically within the
Australian electoral system.

One who contributes resources, usually
money, to a cause or fund. In political
campaigns, donors can be individuals,
organizations, or companies. See also
“Campaign Donation.”

See “Canvass.”

See “T'wo-Round System (TRS).”

A data entry technique whereby data
is entered by two separate operators
and compared for inconsistency.
Double data entry is used to ensure
quality of data.

A ballot that is over voted with exactly
two marks.

Candidate names for less important
offices are placed lower on the ballot,
and are thus called “down ballot”
Often down ballot offices
receive fewer votes due to voter drop
off or voter fatigue. See also “Low
Profile Race,” “Voter Drop Off,”
and “Voter Fatigue.”

offices.
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Droop Quota
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Duplicate Registration
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The formula that is used to calculate the
minimum number, or quota, of votes
requited to capture a seat in a multi-
member constituency. The quota is
ascertained by the following formula:
total vote divided by the number of seats
plus one: [total valid poll/(seats+1)]+1.

An error on the voters registry in which
a  voter’s appears
Duplicate registrations can open the

name twice.

door to voter fraud allowing voters to
vote multiple times.
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Early Voting
P Coygual

Earned Media
godde 22 o

Editorial
Lealasil

Elected Official
s J g it

Election
ollsus!

See “Advanced Voting.”

Any coverage of the campaign in the
press that is not purchased is called
“earned media,” as opposed to “paid
media,” because the campaign will
often have to expend a considerable
amount of time and energy to receive
good coverage.

Expressed opinions by individuals, news-
paper and radio editors, and TV journal-
ists intended to persuade viewers and lis-
teners by taking one side of a particular
issue or supporting one candidate over
another. See also “Endorsements” and
“Opinion Leaders.”

An individual holding public office who
reached his or her post through the
electoral process.

Decision-making process through
which citizens of a State who are eligi-
ble to vote choose an individual or
group of individuals to hold public
office and work on their behalf.
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Election Advertising
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Election Calendar
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Election Commission
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Election Day
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Advertising used during a campaign
period to promote or oppose, directly
or indirectly, the election of a candi-
date or a registered political party.
Election advertising can take various
forms such as flyers, newspapers, mag-
azines, billboards, letters, radio, televi-
sion, promotional items, signs, and
Internet space.

A detailed calendar created and main-
tained by the election management
body (EMB) that highlights key dead-
lines and dates in the election period
including candidate registration dead-
lines, voter registration deadlines,
beginning and end of the campaign
period, announcement of results, the
complaints petiod, etc.

See “Election Management Body
(EMB).”

The designated responsibility of volun-
teers in an election observation mission
on election day. Election day assign-
ments can include monitoring the
polling stations, answering a hotline for
complaints, etc.

The procedures or set of rules for elec-
tion day. Various stakeholders--the
election management body (EMB),
observation missions, political parties,
media, and others-- will each have their
own set of election day protocols
which are essential to achieve their
election day goal- be it fair elections,
preliminary results reporting, electoral
victory, free press, etc.
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Election Day Report

Election Day/Polling
Day
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Election Goal
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Election Legitimacy
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Election Management
Body (EMB)
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A report issued by an election obsetver,
either international,
released on election day, which pro-
vides an account of election day proce-
dures, such as voter fraud and intimida-

domestic or

tion. More detailed findings or conclu-
sions can be issued later in a prelimi-
nary, interim, or final statement from
the observation mission.

The day on which the voters come to
the polls and cast their votes to elect
their leaders.

The overall aim of an election cam-
paign. In most cases the election goal is
to win the seat or office; sometimes it
is the specific number of votes
required to win the seat or office. In
other cases, candidates run for office to
promote a particular idea or expose an
opponent’s record on a patticular issue
regardless of their likelihood of win-
ning the election.

See “Free and Fair Elections.”

An organization or body created to
administer and manage some or all of
the essential elements of the electoral
process in accordance with the laws
and regulations of the country. These
elements may include issuing guide-
lines for eligibility to vote, party and
candidate registration and nomination,
voter registration, voting, vote tabula-
tion, and electoral complaints, among
other processes. In most countries, the
body is made up of independent,
appointed individuals who form a
commission or board.
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Election
Monitor/Observer

LB ol e

Election
Monitoring/Observing
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Election Official
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Election Opinion
Survey
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Election Petition
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Accredited person participating in elec-
tion observation. Can be domestic or
international.

Gathering of information regarding an
electoral process by an organization
which is not inherently authotized to
intervene in the process. Unbiased
accredited persons, domestic or interna-
tional, participate to detect any fraud or
cheating in the electoral process, and to
assess the integtity of the process and its
compliance with relevant legal instru-
ments and international and regional
standards. See also “Domestic Election
Monitoring  Organization”
“International Election Obsetvation
Mission (or Delegation).”

and

A government official charged with
administering various tasks related to
the election process as determined by
the legal framework and the directive of
the election management body (EMB).

See “Opinion Poll.”

In some systems, a qualified person who
desires to become a candidate for an
official office may become a candidate
by having a petition signed by a specified
number of eligible voters of the district
from which the candidate seeks election.
See also “Ballot Qualification.”
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Election Rights
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Election
Regulations/Rules
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¥l e Ul 2

Electioneering
il les

Elections Markup
Language (EML)
SLBSY e 5 daS

Elector

g e

Electoral
Administration
UL 3,1s] it

Electoral Authority
I RERTHI R S NPINH

Electoral Code/Law
wt.&.:.:l o/ ol o 6

NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTE 47

The right to vote in periodic elections, to
stand as a candidate for election, to form
and participate in a political party, to
campaign, and to be elected into office.
Though electoral laws concerning spe-
cific election rights differ from country
to country, these basic rights are afford-
ed universally by article 21 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

See “Legal Framework.”

Activity of overseeing some or all the
steps of the electoral process.

Campaigning for votes.

A standard for tagging and organizing
election information in a way that can
be exchanged among hardware, soft-
ware, and service providers that are
built to utilize the EML standard.

See “Voter.”

See “Election Management Body
(EMB).”

See “Election Management Body
(EMB).”

The rules or body of law governing the
electoral process in a specific country
that establishes the conduct of the elec-
tion. See also “Legal Framework.”
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Electoral College

Electoral Commission
LB Lo pie/icd

Electoral Competitors
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Electoral Court
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Voter representative body that official-
ly elects the President of the United
States. When Americans vote for a
president and vice president, they actu-
ally vote for presidential electors,
known collectively as the FElectoral
College. It is these electors, chosen by
the people, who elect the chief execu-
tive. This term is used specifically within the
U.S. electoral system.

See “Election Management Body
(EMB).”

Political parties and candidates compet-
ing for elected office and organized
groups supporting or opposing proposi-
tions presented in referendums. See also
“Candidate” and “Political Party.”

See “Contest an Election” and
“Contestation.”

Court of justice existing in some coun-
tries with the exclusive purpose of han-
dling and adjudicating electoral disputes,
complaints, and challenges. An electoral
court is also known as an electoral tribu-
nal. See also “Review Body.”

Any dispute related to the electoral
process.

The geographic area delimited for elec-
toral purposes. See also “Constituency.”
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Electoral List/
Electoral Roll
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See “Voters List.”

The ratio or percentage of voters cast-
ing their votes to eligible voters in a
specific election.

See “Electoral Process.”

All events and processes related to an
election, including but not limited to: reg-
istration of parties and candidates, regis-
tration of voters, campaigning, media
coverage of the election, voting and tab-
ulation, electoral dispute resolution, certi-
fication of results, and the installation of
winning candidates into office.

The modification of an electoral system,
usually through amending the electoral
law, to change the way an electoral
process is run. Encompasses many dif-
ferent aspects of the electoral process
such as voter and candidate registration,
campaign finance reform, and the print-
ing of ballots, among others. See also
“Amendment of Electoral Law.”

See “Precinct.”

Combination of formulas and mecha-
nisms which provides for the electorate
to cast the votes and to translate these
votes into seats in the parliament or the
legislature.
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Electoral Tribunal
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See “Electoral Court.”

An infringement, either intentional or
unintentional, of the electoral law’s reg-
ulations on any aspect of the electoral
process; violations can include voter
fraud, irregularities in the voter registra-
tion process, campaign abuses, intimi-
dation, and other offences. See also
“Booth Capturing,” “Brtibing Voters,”
“Campaign Abuse/Violation,” “Vote-
Buying,” “Voter Fraud,” and “Voter
Intimidation/Harassment.”

This is the portion of the population able to
vote in a given election. See also “Voter.”

Internet, television, and radio outlets
that use spoken words and/or video, as
opposed to the print media, which uses
the written word. See also “Mass
Media” and “Print Media.”

An electronic voters list that may have
additional functions and abilities, such
as connection to a network or central
voter database.

Voting and/or tabulation that utlizes
clectronic technologies. This can include
the use of paper ballots that are scanned
and tabulated by computer, such as in
optical mark recognition (OMR) or opti-
cal character recognition (OCR) devices,
or the use of direct recording electronic
(DRE) equipment. Electronic votes atre
stored digitally in a storage medium such
as a tape cartridge, diskette, or smart
card (a microchip-based storage unit)
before being sent to a centralized loca-
tion where tabulation programs compile
and tabulate results.
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Electronic Voting
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A mechanical device using electricity used
for voting,. See also “Direct Recording

Electronic (DRE) Equipment,”
“Electronic Voting (E-Voting),”
“Optical Character Recognition

(OCR) Devices,” or “Optical Mark
Recognition (OMR) Devices.”

An individual who satisfies the legal
requirements to participate in the elec-
tion. Those requirements are usually
related to nationality, age, soundness of
mind, and absence of a criminal record.

A method of external voting in which
voters residing outside a country may
vote at their embassy or consulate. See
also “Absentee Voting” and “Out of
Country Voting (OCV).”

Occurs when a voter cannot go to the
polling station on election day (or vote
in the early voting) for specific reasons
that meet the requirements of the coun-
try or district regulations concerning
this kind of voting. Some countries
allow emergency voting if the person is
suddenly hospitalized, or becomes seri-
ously ill, or is suddenly called away
from home. If this person meets all the
requirements, and he cannot be present
at the polling station to express his
choice through voting, an emergency
ballot is issued to the authorized repre-
sentative of the voter. See also “Proxy
Vote” and “Substitution of Voter.”

Practice by which an influential individ-
ual or group legitimizes a candidate or
policy. See also “Opinion Leaders.”
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End-to-End Test
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A test that conducts actual simulations
of the complete voting process that
will occur on election day. See also

“Load Test.”

To grant the privilege of voting to a
person who meets requirements set by
the State for voter eligibility. More
broadly, enfranchisement can refer to
the process by which an individual or
group receives the right for some sort
of action or voice. For antonym, see
“Disenfranchise(ment).”

See “Voter Registration.”

A State-initiated voter registration
process in which election officials have
the responsibility of identifying eligible
non-registered voters. This is typically
done by trained staff canvassing doot-
to-door in search of eligible individuals.

An equal entitlement to something
(despite race, gender, ethnicity, creed,
etc.). Access to concepts like justice
and due process, or to ownership of
property or some interest in property,
real or personal. These rights include
various freedoms, protection against
interference with enjoyment of life and
property, civil rights enjoyed by citi-
zens such as voting and access to the
courts, natural rights accepted by civi-
lized societies, human rights to protect
people throughout the world from ter-
ror, torture, barbaric practices, and
deprivation of civil rights and profit
from their labor.
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Principle according to which every pet-
son is entitled to one vote (one person,
one vote).

Demands that voting operations offer
equal opportunities for participation to
all eligible voters and political partici-
pants. Encompasses aspects of accessi-
bility and transparency.

States that have a long history with
democratic principles and operations,
and have undergone a consolidation of
democracy. See also “Consolidation
of Democracy.”

The label given to powerful, elite indi-
viduals or groups who can make impor-
tant social, political, and economic pol-
icy decisions for society.

An elected position that oversees the
running of the government, such as a
mayor, governot, or president. See also
“Legislative Office.”

When a voter fails to indicate all prefet-
ences in a preferential voting system,
thus no further preferences can be detet-
mined when distributing preferences.

An assessment of the election results
obtained by canvassing voters as they
leave the polling stations.

The anticipated rate of voter participa-
tion in an upcoming election.
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Federal
PRE VAR,

Federal Election
Commission (FEC)

/s
S Ll s s gie

Federalism

Sl pUs /a3

Of or describing a constitutionally
delineated union of states having a cen-
tral government. In the American sys-
tem, a federal union is ultimately based
upon national supremacy but is also a
political arrangement that reserves
powers for the states.

An independent regulatory agency cre-
ated by the U.S. Congress in 1975. The
duties of the Federal Election
Commission (FEC) are to disclose
campaign finance information, to
enforce provisions of the law on the
limits and prohibitions on contribu-
tions, and to oversee public funding of
presidential elections. This term is nsed
specifically within the U.S. electoral system.

National or international political sys-
tem in which two levels of government
control the same territory and citizens.
Countries with federal political systems
have both a central government and
governments based in smaller political
units, usually called states, provinces,
or territories. These smaller political
units surrender some political power to
the central government, relying on it to
act for the common good.
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Field Directotr
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Filing Deadline
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Final Results

Final Statement on
Observation
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Final Voters List
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A person on the campaign staff respon-
sible for organizing the digect contact
with the voters by the candidat¢ and the

volunteers.

The last day and time in which a candi-
date or political party can file to run for a
particular office. See also “Applying for
Candidacy,” “Ballot Qualification,”
and “Registration of Parties or
Candidates.”

The final outcome of an election certi-
fied by the election authorities, taking
into consideration any legal complaints
and resolutions, recounts, etc. See also
“Declaration of Results,” “Preli-
minary Results,” and “Results.”

A comprehensive report issued by an elec-
tion observation mission, either domestic
or international, to provide all the informa-
tion that is relevant to understanding the
election and the observation mission’s
activities, including final reflections and
recommendations. The final report can be
released weeks or even months after an
election and can expand upon and correct
any initial inaccuracies in the election day,
preliminary, and interim statements. See
also “Election Day Report,” “Interim
Statement on Observation,” and “Post-
Election/Preliminary Statement on
Observation.”

A list that is generated for use on election
day to determine who is permitted to
vote. The list is typically divided by polling
station into the corresponding number of
voters lists. See also “Preliminary Voters
List” and “Voters List.”
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Firmware
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First Past the Post
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Flat Database
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Formal Vote

Format of the Voter
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Instructions and data which are directly
and semi-permanently programmed
into the circuitry of an electronic device.

A voting system in single-member dis-
tricts under which the candidate who
gains the most votes is elected. Only a
simple majority, not an absolute majori-
ty, is required to win the contested seat.

Method in preferential voting in which
choices are moved into order of prefer-
ence, not assigned a particular number.
See also “Instant Run-Off Voting.”

A database in which all information is
in a single table. Flat databases are easi-
ly observed but not practical for man-
aging large amounts of data.

A method of sociological research in
which a small group of people is brought
together and asked a series of questions.
The aim is to receive qualitative informa-
tion about public attitudes and test reac-
tions to various messages and informa-
tion. See also “Political Polling.”

See “Valid Vote.”

The style of data organization that
determines the possible operations that
may be conducted using the database.

The right to vote. See also “Disen-
franchise(ment)” and “Enfranchise-
(ment).”
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Free and Fair Elections
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The definition of a free and fair election
is about more than just a smooth techni-
cal process, but also includes the respect
for basic civil and political rights, such as
freedom of expression, of movement, of
association and assembly; as well as the
absence of barriers to the full participa-
tion of all citizens, without any form of
discrimination; the absence of any form
of intimidation; and the compliance
overall with the rule of law.

A form of list proportional representa-
tion in which voters may vote for a
party, grouping, one or more candi-
dates, whether or not those candidates
are nominated by that party or group-
ing. See also “Closed List,” “Open
List,” and “Party List.”

Political condition that permits freedom
of choice of action for individuals and
also for individuals and groups to partic-
ipate in the decisions and operations of
the society and political system. See also
“Freedom of Expression,” “Freedom
of Press,” and “Freedom of Speech.”

The right of expressing oneself about
any subject and in any forum, be it oral-
ly, written, in print, on the Internet, or in
art forms. Built into freedom of expres-
sion is the right to seek, receive, and
impart information and ideas. Freedom
of expression is considered a universal
right as it is guaranteed by Article 19 of
both the
Human Rights and the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
and is a cornerstone of democracy.

Universal Declaration of
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The right to publish, either in print or on
the Internet, and broadcast ones ideas
freely without censorship or limitation.
See also “Freedom of Expression.”

The right to speak freely without censor-
ship or limitation. Freedom of speech is
one aspect of freedom of expression,
though the terms are often used synony-
mously and international standards
expand free speech to include non-oral
forms of expression, such as written,
printed, and Internet-based expression.
See also “Freedom of Expression.”

The practice of scheduling state party
caucuses and state primary elections
increasingly earlier in advance of the
general election. By moving their pri-
maries to eatly dates, states hope to
lend decisive momentum to one or two
presidential candidates and thus have
disproportionate influence on each
party’s nomination. This term is used
specifically within the U.S. electoral system.

The label given to the candidate who, in
a primary or general campaign, is in the
lead over other opponents and/or is
the favorite to be elected, according to
polls and/or political pundits. See also
“Dark Horse” and “Underdog.”

List that includes all the candidates.

See “Proportional Representation.”

A ballot in which all information - e.g.
all of the offices and candidates to be
voted on - are presented on a single
sheet of paper or a single screen. See
also “Single-Ballot System.”
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A test that determines if the data entry
interface design is appropriate and does
not contribute to data entry errors.

An external funding source that enters
into an agreement with a person or an
organization to support research,
instruction, public service, or other
sponsored electoral activities. Funders
include private businesses, corpora-
tions, foundations and other not-for-

profit organizations, and universities.

e An event planned with the goal of
raising money for a campaign cause or
organization;

e A person who raises the funds for
the campaign by any method.

Any method used to raise money for
the campaign, or resources required to
successfully implement it.
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Gender Mainstreaming Process of ensuring that the priorities
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General Election
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Genuine Elections
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Geographic Targeting
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Gerrymandering
PO RS ) NV PP, L)
(A e 1 51 ,2Y)

of men and women in policies and pro-
grams are given adequate consideration
for equal rights and access to partici-
pate in civic, political, and other social
environments.

An election for national bodies in which
all members of a given political body are
up for election. The term is generally used
to refer to elections held for a nation’s
primary legislative body, as distinguished
from by-elections and local elections. See
also “National Election.”

See “Free and Fair Elections.”

Grouping the voting population based on
where people live and determining pat-
terns based on geography. It is assumed
that voters who live in a particular area
and voted one way in the past will proba-
bly vote the same way in the future, bat-
ring any extreme change in their situation.
See also “Demographic Targeting”
and “Targeting.”

The deliberate manipulation of bound-
ary delimitation to give advantages or
disadvantages to particular political
interests, parties, or candidates. See also
“Boundary Delimitation.”
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GOTV = Get Out
The Vote
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“Get Out The Vote” or GOTYV is the
term used to remind voters to go to the
polls and vote for your candidate.
Often a campaign will expend a consid-
erable amount of effort just before elec-
tion day to make sure that your sup-

porters turn out and vote. See “Blind
Pull” and “Pull.”

The persons (or committees ot depart-
ments) who make up a body for the pur-
pose of administering something, such
as a State, company, or organization.

System of social control under which the
right to make laws, and the right to
enforce them, is vested in a patticular
group in society. There are many classi-
fications of government. According to
the classical formula, governments ate
distinguished by whether power is held
by one person, a few, or a majority.

Broad coalition governments including
all major parties in the legislature often
formed duting times of war or national
emergency. Some countries with numer-
ous divergent political parties or reli-
gious and ethnic groups use govern-
ments of national unity as the preferred
form of government to build consensus.
See also “Coalition Government.”

An individual who is involved in the
public administration of a government
who attained his or her post either
through an election, appointment, or
employment.

The chief executive of a state or of a
governorate. See also “Governorate.”
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In Arab countries, the territory ruled
over by a governor. A governorate may
include several electoral districts and
cities. See also “Governor.”

The involvement of citizens in political
life, typically at the local level.

The selection of a governor by a state’s
voters.
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Hagenbach-Bischoff Sce “Droop Quota.”

Formula
it Ll Uslaa

Hanging Chad
(gAY 159 §) e it

Hard Money/Soft
Money

Koo b Jupd/zia Juod

Hardware

PS5l Sluas

A chad that did not completely detach
from the ballot. When there is a hang-
ing chad, that vote may not be counted
correctly. See also “Chad.”

Terms used to differentiate between
campaign funding that is and is not
regulated by federal campaign finance
law. “Hard money” is a term used to
describe donations by individuals and
groups made directly to political can-
didates running for federal office that
are regulated by law. “Soft money”
describes donations not regulated by
law that can be spent only on civic
activities such as voter registration
drives, party-building activities,
administrative costs, and in support
of state and local candidates. Soft
money contributions may not, by law,
be used to directly support a candi-
date for federal office.

The mechanical, magnetic, electronic,
and electrical components making up a
computer system. For example, hard
discs, screens, keyboards, and wires.
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Used in largest remainder proport
representation electoral systems
determine how seats are awarded. The
quota is ascertained by the following
formula: total vote divided by the num-
ber of seats. See also “Proportional
Representation.”

A group of people, often inhabitants of the
same geographic area, who differ in demo-
graphic characteristics such as race, ethnic-
ity, religion, social-economic class, etc. See
also “Diversity” and for antonym, see
“Homogenous Population.”

An election campaign for a particular
office that voters are interested in and
want to hear about. High profile races
often receive the highest voter turnout.
For antonym, see “Low Profile Race.”

A formula used with proportional repre-
sentation list systems to translate votes
into seats. Party vote totals are divided
by a series of devisors, under d’Hondt
(by 1,2,3, etc.) or Sainte-Lagu (by 1,3,5,
etc.) formulas. After each stage, the patty
with the highest average wins the seat.
The count continues with party vote
totals being divided by sequential num-
bers until all seats are filled. See also
“Proportional Representation.”

A group of people, often inhabitants of
the same geographic area, sharing the
same characteristics, such as race, eth-
nicity, religion, social-economic class,
etc. For antonym, see “Heterogene-
ous Population.”
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Polling questions or analysis focused on
which candidates are ahead and which
are behind. This term is wused specifically
within the U.S. electoral system.

A question on a political poll that asks,
“If the election were held today, would
you vote for candidate X or candidate
Y?” This type of information is often of
little use to the campaign because it does
not provide a reason for the decision.
The only horse race question that counts
is at the polls on election day. This term is
used specifically within the U.S. electoral system.
See also “Political Polling.”

Tracking polls may be taken every day
by a candidate, especially during the
later stages of a campaign, so that he or
she can see if progress is being made
toward victory. Tracking polls can
reveal the true nature of the political
“horse race,” i.e., who is in the lead and
who is trailing. This term is used specifically
within the U.S. electoral system.

Cards handed out to voters by civic
groups ot party supporters at voting cen-
ters showing how supporters of a patty
or candidate should fill in their ballot
papers. See also “Voter Education.”

The rights people are entitled to simply
because they are human beings, irrespec-
tive of their citizenship, nationality, race,
ethnicity, language, sex, sexuality, or abili-
ty. Human rights become enforceable
when they are codified as conventions,
covenants, or treaties, or as they become
recognized as customary international law.
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Hype
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Slang for political ads, e.g., slick, short
TV commercials. The term may also
refer to exaggerated promises or state-
ments made by a candidate (or his
supporters) on the campaign trail. This
term is used specifically within the U.S. elec-
toral system.
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Image
Impartiality
SV S Srmadl phs/s 5

Imperiali Quota
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Impersonation
imaseidl Yol

The character projected to the public, as
by a person or institution, especially as it
is interpreted by the mass media.
Politicians are often very concerned with
their image and may hire “image makers”
to psychoanalyze how the voters will
interpret the way a candidate dresses and
the way he or she appears in the media.
See also “Campaign Professionals.”

Dealing with matters in a fair and unbi-
ased manner. It is the operational
expression of neutrality. See also “Non-
Partisan.”

Sometimes used in largest remainder
proportional representation electoral
systems to determine how seats ate
awarded. The quota is ascertained by
the following formula: total vote divid-
ed by the number of seats plus two. See
also “Proportional Representation.”

In the electoral context, this term is
used to describe a person who assumes
the identity of another person with the
intent of voting in his/her place.
Impersonating a voter is considered a
type of voter fraud.
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Improper
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Inclusive Registration
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Contravention of campaign regulations
set by the electoral code/law, such as
restrictions on campaign finance, media
use, advertising, etc.

Refers to a voter registration process
that includes all groups and categories
of citizens.

A candidate running again for an elect-
ed position that he or she already holds.

The government that currently holds
office.

Ink that cannot be washed off. In many
countties, voters are required to dip a fin-
ger into a bottle, which produces an indeli-
ble ink stain to prevent multiple voting.

An organization that has been qualified
by the U.S. Election Assistance
Commission to test and/or certify vot-
ing equipment. This term is used specifical-
by within the U.S. electoral system.

Any persons, candidates or members,
unaffiliated with a political party.

A figure that illustrates the collective
disparity between the votes cast for pat-
ties in an election and the seats in the
legislature the parties win.

The creation of an electronic voter
record at a later date and/or separate
location using previously collected
voter registration data.
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In-kind Contribution
Lte Ol

Instant Runoff
Voting (IRV)
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Institutional Polls
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Interest Groups

Interim Statement on
Observation
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A vote that delegates the power to
choose an elected leader to a representa-
tive, either an individual or organization.

A donation of time, expertise, space, ot
goods. These might include office
space or lunch for a meeting, office
supplies, technical assistance, or occa-
sional administrative work. See also
“Campaign Donation.”

A method of voting in a single-member
district in which voters have one vote
and rank candidates in order of prefer-
ence. If no candidate receives a majori-
ty of first preference rankings, the can-
didate with the fewest number of votes
is eliminated and those votes are redis-
tributed to the voters’ next preferences
among the remaining candidates.

Polls set up in particular health care
facilities (including hospitals and pet-
sonal care homes). See also “Mobile
Voting Center.”

Groups charactetized by the will to influ-
ence political decision-making, in order
to successfully implement certain politi-
cal goals or values. Interest groups tend
to be integrated into the political process.
See also “Lobby” and “Political Action
Committee (PAC).”

A statement issued by an election
observation mission, either domestic or
international, that provides more
detailed findings or conclusions about a
continuing event (i.e. unsettled disputes
and resolution of certain problems).
The interim statement is typically pub-

lished after the preliminary statement
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International Election

Internet paigning
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Internet Voting
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but before the more comprehensive final
report. Findings in the interim report are
still considered preliminary. See also
“Final Statement on Observation”
and “Post-Election/Preliminary State-
ment on Observation.”

A foreign national, who as part of an
international election mission or dele-
gation engages in international election
observation. See also “Election

Monitor/Observer.”

The organized efforts of intergovernmen-
tal and international non-governmental
organizations and associations to conduct
international election observation. See also
{Election Monitoting/Obsetving.”

A method of voter contact using com-
puters and“\communications networks
and involves\developing campaign
pages on the Wond Wide Web. While
this can be an inexp
vey a lot of information\to those intet-
ested in the candidate and t

sive way to con-

campaign,

voters. Instead voters have to go to 1

The act of casting a ballot on a comput-
er via the World Wida Web. Internet
voting can take place remotely, from
any home computer, or at spesific com-
puters under the control of a
authority, as in poll-site Internet vosng
or kiosk voting. See also “Kios
Voting,” “Poll-Site Internet Voting,”
and “Remote Internet Voting.”
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Invalid Votes
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Invalidation of Results
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See “Rejected Ballot.”

The annulment of elections due to
mistabulation, fraud, or other activities
determined by a legal entity to have
erroneously impacted the outcome of
the election.

A subject or interest for advocates or
decision-makers. See also “Public Policy
Issue.”

A person who does not reside in any
district, but whose name has been
placed on the register of electors. This
term is used specifically within the Australian
electoral system.
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Jargon
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Judicial Power
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Jurisdiction
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The specialized language of a particular
profession, trade, or industry.

The power of the judiciary branch of
government, to annul the acts of the
other branches when these branches are
not in accordance with a higher norm.

The geographical area over which a
court or government body has the
power and right to exercise authority.
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Kiosk Voting
LESYI § oy

Kitchen Cabinet
aoill pobiad) o3

Internet voting that is conducted at
any voting center within a voter’s
electoral district on designated com-
puters that are controlled and moni-
tored by election officials. See also
“Poll-Site Internet Voting” and
“Remote Internet Voting.”

A term used to describe the key advi-
sors to a candidate informally organized
SO as not to attract attention.
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Landslide
[N § galu 58
Lol dyts Jf e

Largest Remainder

Method (Rarely Used)
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Law

asls

Law and Order
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Lawn Signs
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An election in which one candidate
defeats the other by a very large margin.

A method of translating votes into seats
in a proportional representation list sys-
tem according to determined quotas.
There are two stages to this method of
counting. First, parties are awarded
seats in proportion to the number of
quotas they fulfill (quotas vary depend-
ing on which of three systems are used).
Second, remaining seats are awarded to
parties on the basis of the left over
votes they possess after the ‘quota’
stage of the count. Largest remainder
seats are allocated in order of vote size.

A general body of rules and regulations
officiated by authority. Laws are gener-
ally found in constitutions, legislation,
and judicial opinions.

The strict enforcement of the law and
the consequent social stability that
comes from the enforcement of law
within a given society.

Large signs with the candidate’s name
on them and the office they are seeking,
which can be placed on lawns and other
areas near roads. Lawn signs are good
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for increasing name recognition of the
candidate and reminding people to
vote. See also “Visibility.”

Someone who rules, guides, or inspires
others. A leader can be someone in
charge of others or someone members
of a community follow.

The ability to lead, gain followers and
to influence others towards the

achievement of political goals.

The particular traits people are looking
for in those who represent them.

Voters legally excluded from registering
and voting on grounds including such
conditions as property ownership,
wealth, literacy, race, gender, incarcera-
tion, military service, and mental fitness.

Structure of political processes consist-
ing of the constitutional rules, laws,
complementary regulations, and explic-
it or implicit codes of conduct. With
regards to elections, collectively the
legal framework consists of the consti-
tutional rules, electoral laws, comple-
mentary regulations, and explicit or
implicit codes of conduct that dictate
the electoral system and direct the
administration of electoral processes.
See also “Electoral Code/Law.”

A revision or change brought to the law
of a country in accordance with a for-
mal procedure. See also “Amendment
of Electoral Law” and “Electoral
Reform.”
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Legislative Office
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A position in a parliament, assembly, or
congtess.

A mechanism through which citizens
can remove a public official from
office. Legislative recalls are authorized
by constitutional or statutory provi-
sions, which differ per country or state.
Typically legislative recalls commence
with the filing of a petition with signa-
tures supporting the removal of an offi-
cial from office. If the petition gains a
certain level of support (as specified by
the relevant provision) the official is
either removed from office as a result
of the petition, or an election may be
held to determine whether to remove
the official. Special elections are subse-
quently held to elect a successor. In
some cases, non-elected public officials
can also be recalled.

An officially elected or otherwise select-
ed body of people vested with the
responsibility and power to make laws
for a political unit, such as a state or
nation. Sometimes called a parliament,
assembly, or congress.

All free and legitimate government is
based on governing the interactions
between sovereign individuals through
mutually accepted contracts.

The act of giving equal opportunities to
different participants or players.

To use personal or institutional influ-
ence ot position to gain support and/or
financial backing of other people and/or
institutions in a mutual endeavor.
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An individual who generally believes in
the power of an activist government to
resolve society’s many domestic prob-
lems, protect the interests of the poor, and
improve the lives of individual citizens
through specific governmental programs.
For antonym, see “Conservative.”

An electoral system used in multi-mem-
ber districts in which voters can vote
for more than one candidate, but for
fewer candidates than are running for
office. The candidates with the highest
vote totals win the seats, in the same
way as in a bloc vote or single non-
transferable vote. See also “Bloc Vote”
and “Single Non-Transferable Vote
(SNTV).”

See “Voters List.”

A system in which each party presents a
list of candidates for an electoral dis-
trict, voters vote for a party, and parties
receive seats in proportion to their
overall share of the vote. Winning can-
didates ate taken from the party lists.
See also “Closed List,” “Free List,”
and “Open List.”

Evaluation of the voters list which
checks that names on the voters list
actually belong to eligible voters. The
test also verifies the voter information of
each selected name on the list. See also
“People-to List Audit (of the Voters
List)” and “Voters List Audit.”
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A voter contact method in which vol-
unteers go door-to-door to leave cam-
paign literature at each home of voters
in the district. See also “Campaign
Literature.”

A voter contact method in which volun-
teers hand campaign literature to poten-
tial voters gathered in any large groups,

ch as workers leaving a factory, com-
muters waiting for a train, or shoppers
See also “Campaign

A test to determindhow well electronic
equipment can perform under the level
of usage that can be expected on elec-

tion day. See also “End-to-End Test.”

People who support some comm
cause, business, principle, or sectional
interest; a group of people who try
actively to influence legislation. See also
“Interest Group” and “Political
Action Committee (PAC).”

An election held in a particular locality
to choose between candidates or to
vote on ballot measures; election for a
local governing body, such as a city
council, municipal council, mayor, or
community board. See also “National
Election” and “State Election.”

See “Operations Division.”

An election campaign for a particular
office that may generate minimal voter
interest. See also “Down Ballot.” For
antonym, see “High Profile Race.”
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In a bicameral legislature, the chamber
which generally has a larger elected
membership and is thereby more repre-
sentative. Typically, it is the more pow-
erful of the two chambers if power is
unequal among them. For example, the
House of Representatives is the “lower
house” in the U.S. federal government.
See also “Bicameral Legislature” and
“Upper House.”
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Mail Outreach/
Direct Outreach
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A voter contact method in which cam-
paign literature is sent through the post
to voters via a voter file or mailing list
targeted to voters based on geography
or demographics. See also “Campaign
Literature.”

Voter registration through the postal
system. An alternative or supplement to
enumeration or registration centers.

An electoral formula in which the win-
ning candidate must receive more than
half (50% + 1) of the votes cast. See
also “Simple Majority.”

See “T'wo-Round System (TRS).”

In the electoral context, the uneven distti-
bution of voters among electoral districts.

e The authority granted by the elec-
torate to act as its representative;

e The period of time that an elected
representative stays in office.

A public declaration of intentions as
issued by a political party or govern-
ment. See also “Platform.”
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The misrepresentation or skillful presen-
tation of news or information so as to
change its meaning without presenting
any falsified material. For example, the
omission of a critical detail can change the
meaning of an entire story. Media manip-
ulation is frequently used in electoral cam-
paigns to discredit the competition.

A majority in which a single party wins
less than 50 % of the valid votes, but an
absolute majority of the parliamentary
seats - usually occurs in a plurality/majot-
ity system.

In a political poll or parallel vote tabu-
lation (PVT), the plus or minus range
within which the final percentages may
fall due to sampling error.

The disparity between the number of
votes gained by the winning candidate
and the number of votes gained by the
runner-up.

An imprint on a ballot made with a pen
or pencil that a scanner would detect.
May be deliberate marks for a listed
candidate, denote the presence of a
possibly valid write-in vote, or they may
be erasures and stray marks that have
been erroneously identified by the
machine as “votes.”

A ballot on which alternate candi-
dates/parties appear, and the voter
places only a single mark to indicate his
or her preference.
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See “Optical Character Recognition
(OCR) Devices” and “Optical Mark
Recognition (OMR) Devices.”

Any independent press that has a large
audience. See also “Electronic Media,”
“Press” and “Print Media.”

Public money that is given to presiden-
tial candidates in an amount equal to
the amount that the campaign has
raised privately. See also “Public
Funding/Public Financing.”

Tangible assets such as money, equip-
ment, modes of communication, and
transportation. One of four interlinked
resources (including time, information,
and manpower) essential to consider in
any planning of an electoral campaign
or civic action.

Chief official of a city. Can be elected
or appointed.

Elections for the chief official of a city.

A question or proposal submitted in an
election to obtain an expression of the
voters’ will on the matter. Also known
as a proposition or motion. See also
“Referendum.”

The degree to which political com-
petitors can use the media to reach
voters. The purpose of this policy is to
ensure that privacy, security, and legal
issues concerning the Internet and
other forms of electronic communication,
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including e-mail, voice-mail, electronic
fax, bulletin boards, television access
channels, electronic subscription serv-
ices, and any other electronic commu-
nication forums are addressed, and that
a policy is formally established to define
appropriate use of these tools. Many
countries require equal access to the
media for all political competitors.

Legal or independent mechanism to
which political competitors, citizens, or
journalists may turn for redress of viola-
tions of political rights by the media,
inappropriate governmental interference,
or failure to protect press freedoms.

The geographic area reached by the
mass media in a particular region, pat-
ticularly by radio, newspaper, and tele-
vision. Each type of media has its own
media market.

The systematic examination of the cov-
erage given to a certain issue in the
media. It is often done by three sepa-
rate parties - the election management
body (EMB), international electoral
obsetrvation missions, and non-govern-
mental and civil society organizations-
to determine whether parties and candi-
dates have adhered to the regulations or
laws governing media behavior during
elections, whether the media has been
able to contribute to making an election
free and fair, and whether local groups
have been able to monitor the elections
freely. See also “Media Monitoring
Methodology.”
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In elections, media monitoring entails
counting and measuring the number
and length of items devoted to different
parties, length in column inches, timing
and number of direct access programs,
etc. Media monitors can also evaluate
the quality of the coverage that parties
and candidates receive.

A report, often issued by non-govern-
mental organizations (NGOs) and
watchdog organizations, which pres-
ents verifiable findings of a media mon-
itoring effort, and may make conclu-
sions and recommendations.

A means through which news or infor-
mation is disseminated, such as newspa-
pers, magazines, radio stations, TV sta-
tions, TV networks, and the Internet.

An agency or organization charged with
enforcing uniform standards, codes of
conduct, and ethics to regulate all forms
of the media, including electronic com-
munications media, television, print
media, radio, Internet, and other infor-
mation services. Media regulatory bod-
ies may be State run or independent,
and in the case of elections, the election
management body (EMB) may be
responsible for regulating the media.

e Any person elected to a legislature;

e Person who voluntarily joins an organ-
ization or campaign, and has certain rights
and responsibilities within the decision-
making structure. Members of organiza-
tions play various roles, including volun-
teer recruitment, participation in general
assembly sessions, and public relations.
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A body of truthful information that is
consistently conveyed by a candidate,
party, or civic campaign to provide pet-
suasive reasons for an audience to
choose, and act on behalf of that
choice. See also “Characteristics of
Message.”

A campaigning exercise which requires
the campaign to consider the candi-
date’s strengths and weaknesses on an
issue, the opponent’s strengths and
weaknesses on an issue, and how to
best frame the message based on these
considerations.

An election for seats in the U.S. Senate
and House of Representatives that occurs
without a simultaneous presidential elec-
tion - that is, two years into the fout-year
presidential cycle. The results are some-
times interpreted as a popular referen-
dum on that president’s performance for
the first two years of his term. Midterm
elections determine some members of
the U.S. Senate and all members of the
House of Representatives, as well as
many state and local officials. This zerm is
used specifically within the U.S. electoral system.

A system in which the choices
expressed by voters are used to elect
representatives through two different
systems: one proportional representa-
tion system and one plurality/majority
system. The main aim of a mixed sys-
tem is to combine the relative advan-
tages of the two systems while dissuad-
ing their disadvantages.
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A mixed electoral system in which all
voters use a first electoral system, ustal-
ly the plurality/majority system, to elect
some of the representatives to an elec-
toral body. The remaining seats are then
allocated to parties using the second
electoral system. Often list proportional
representation is the second system, as
it is used to compensate for dispropot-
tionality in representation which results
from the majoritarian system.

See “Mobile Voting Center.”

Election day obsetvers, either domestic or
international, who move around from one
polling station to another throughout the
course of the voting. Mobile teams cannot
provide a comprehensive assessment of
what transpires at any given polling sta-
tion, but this approach maximizes the
geographical reach of the observation and
the quantity of polling stations and voters
observed. See also “Stationary Teams
(Observers/Monitors).”

A training methodology in which train-
ing teams are formed and prepared at
the central level, individual teams divide
and cover sections of the country until
training has taken place everywhere.
This system preserves uniformity and
quality. It is economical but requires
time. See also “National Training
Day (Training Methodology)” and
“Pyramid/Cascade System
(Training Methodology).”

Voting facilities that operate outside of
assigned polling places, in which elec-
tion officials take portable ballot boxes
and voting compartments directly to
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voters. Mobile voting centers can often
be requested by eligible voters who can-
not travel to their polling station, and
are often used to assist electors in such
places as hospitals, nursing homes, or
particularly remote areas to cast a vote.

Process of organizing and motivating
citizens to take part in civic organizing,
including public advocacy campaigns,
clections, or community activities.

Reports issued by either domestic or intet-
national election monitors on the findings
of their delegation, which is used to judge
the legitimacy of an election. Monitors can
release both pre and post-election reports.
See also “Election Day Report,” “Final
Statement on Observation,” “Interim
Statement on Observation,” “Media
Monitoring Report,” “Post-
Election/Preliminary Statement on
Obsetrvation.”

and

Negative, often personal, sometimes
exaggerated or inaccurate attacks direct-
ed at the political opposition by candi-
dates and/or political parties.

An electoral district from which more
than one representative is elected to a
legislature or elected body. See also
“Single-Member District.”

System in which more than two parties
compete for control of government.
Most of the world’s democracies are
multi-party systems. For antonym, see
“Single-Party System.”
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Multiple-Ballot System A ballot system in which voters are

g 131 1ol
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faced with a selection of different ballot
papers, each representing a different
party or candidate. Voters have to
choose which ballot they prefer, usually
sealing their choice of ballot in a ballot
envelope before placing it in the ballot
box. See also “Single-Ballot System.”

Multiple-Marked Ballot A ballot that is over-voted with three or

Multi-Seat Election

Municipal Council

gf“-tu-‘-f

Municipality
Ly

more marks. See also, “Double-Marked
Ballot.”

The election of two or more seats of
the same type, like the election of rep-
resentatives to a legislature. See also
“Single-Seat Election.”

The governing authority for a municipal-
ity, an administrative entity composed of
a cleatly defined territory and its popula-
tion and commonly denotes a city, town,
or village, or a small grouping of them.

An administrative entity composed of a
cleatly defined territory and its popula-
tion and commonly denotes a city, town,
or village, or a small grouping of them. A
municipality is typically governed by a
mayor, city council, or municipal council.
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Name Recognition
) ] G

Nascent Democracy

1236 Zobl g

National Election
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Identification of the candidate’s name
by voters. Sometimes voters will know
little about the candidates and therefore
vote for the name that they recognize.

A term used to describe a democratic
government or regime which is just
beginning to form, start, grow, or devel-
op. A democracy may be considered
nascent for several years after emerging
from a non-democratic regime.

An election held throughout an entire
country to choose between candidates for
a president and/or members of the
national legislature, or to vote on ballot
measures. See also “General Election,”
“Local Election,” and “State Election.”

Training methodology in which a large
number of trainers are prepared and
deployed to cover an entire country in
one day, with a team sent to train
observers in each electoral constituen-
cy. This method is fast, and serves as a
high-profile national event. However,
it requires intensive preparation. See

also “Mobile Teams (Training
Methodology)” and “Pyramid/
Cascade System (Training

Methodology).”
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Political advertisements that attack a
candidate’s opponent, often trying to
destroy the opponent’s character. See
also “Advertisements.”

Communication structure within
which individuals or groups share val-
ues or advocate policy changes. See

also “Networking.”

Process by which new relationships are
built to raise awareness about a candi-
date, organization, issue, or process.
Networking is an essential component
of an electoral or advocacy campaign,
to build momentum and encourage
broader participation in the process.

A political environment void of parti-
san dynamics in which political actors
can operate openly and competitively.

A system and/or environment that does
not favor any particular political entity.
See also “Unbiased.” For antonyms,
see “Bias” and “Partisan.”

An oath of impartiality. Election obset-
vers may be required to take a neutrality
pledge in order to prove that they do not
favor one political competitor over anoth-
er. See also “Code of Conduct.”

The formal procedure by which politi-
cal parties and/ ot individuals put candi-
dates forward for election, and the
acceptance by the election management
body (EMB) of that nomination. See
also “Convention” and “Nominee.”
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The entity that a political party and/or
individuals put forward for an election.
See also “Nomination.”

A ballot that is marked indicating a
vote.

An organization that is not developed
or directed by government bodies,
often having non-profit status, whose
work focuses on strengthening political
processes and institutions. NGOs work
to create more political space and
increase the potential and quality of cit-
izen participation. They are legally reg-
istered society organizations
(CSOs) with formal rights and respon-
sibilities, and a binding formal gover-
nance structure. See also “Civil Society
Organization (CSO).”

civil

Relating to all political parties or no par-
ticular political parties. A non-partisan
election is one in which candidates are
not affiliated with particular parties and
parties are not listed on the ballot. A
non-partisan organization is one that
associates with either no political parties
or many different political patties, avoid-
ing the association with one particular
party. For antonym, see “Partisan.”

A national of a country who monitors
election processes, including observing
procedures inside polling places, as part
of a non-partisan domestic election
monitoring organization.
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Non-Partisan Domestic A domestic organization that, on the

Election Monitoting/
Observer Organization
(or Group)

Tkt (L gast 4f) duiin
) 1S g 33lonin 2
oyl

Null Ballot

basis of political impartiality, monitors
election processes to promote electoral
integrity and ensures that the rights of
voters are trespected in the electoral
process. Such an organization is com-
prised of nationals of the country
where the voting is taking place and
does not support or detract from any
competitor in an election.

An impropetly cast ballot. A large num-
ber of null ballots can indicate of a low
level of voter understanding among the
electorate. See also “Ballots Destroyed”
and “Rejected Ballot.”
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Observation
(UL 2l o

Observation Mission
(LYY bl o tay

Observer
Accreditation Card

NURUPARTETTN

Observer/Monitor
Manual

il s

Office

4

Omitted Voter
E §

The process of witnessing and assessing
the integrity of the electoral process,
particularly as it relates to international
standards. See “Election Monitoring/
Observing,” “International Election
Observation Mission (or Delegation),”
and “Domestic Election Monitoring
Organization.”

See “International Election Obser-
vation Mission (or Delegation).”

An identification card issued by the
government or election management
body (EMB), which give individuals
and organizations the authority to
observe elections.

A handbook produced by the organizer
of the observation mission to distribute
to volunteers to reinforce material com-
municated during the training program.
Observer/monitor manuals also out-
line the role, duties, and responsibilities
of election monitots.

Of a government or government official.

A voter that has been omitted from the
voters list by the enumerators.
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One Person, One Vote Principle that recognizes the universali-

ol ol cabild waly O e
Open List

Open Primary
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Operations Division
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Opinion Leaders
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Opinion Poll
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ty of the right to vote and that each vote
should carry approximately the same
value. See also “Equal Suffrage.”

A form of list proportional representa-
tion in which voters can express a prefer-
ence both for a party or grouping and for
one, or sometimes more, candidates with-
in the list presented by that party or
grouping. See also “Closed List,” “Free
List,” and “Party List.”

A primary election that, unlike a closed
primary, allows all eligible voters,
regardless of party affiliation, to vote
for a party’s nominee. See also “Closed
Primary.”

A division responsible for the procure-
ment and distribution of election mate-
rials, identification of voting sites, and
the creation of timetables for the differ-
ent functions at election time. Also
known as “logistic division.”

Individuals in the community who can
influence others. These people may be
leaders of civic organizations, political
leaders, members of the media, or well-
known and respected individuals. It is
often important to win the endorsement
of these individuals early in a political
campaign. See also “Endorsement.”

A survey conducted between and
before elections to get a projection on
the outcome of the elections. Can be a
tool of a civil society organization
(CSO), political party, or government
official/office to gauge public opinion
on public policies or reform efforts.
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Opposition Research
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Optical Character
Recognition (OCR)
Device
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Methods to obtain such public opin-
ions include telephone surveys, mailed
questionnaires, specific questions on an
election ballot, and comments obtained
in public meetings. See also “Public
Opinion Research.”

A political party or candidate competing
for the same office and on the same bal-
lot. See also “Electoral Competitors.”

A political party or an organized group
opposed to the group, party, or govern-
ment in powet.

Research focused on an opponent or
rival political party to better understand
the competition. See also “Candidate
Research” and “Research.”

Machine that capture data by scanning
and recognizing hand written letters
and numbers rather than pre-deter-
mined marks.

Machine that capture data by scanning
and recognizing a set of pre-determined
marks, such as filled-in circles or com-
pleting arrows that point to specific
electoral competitors.

A ballot that requires the voter to indi-
cate preferences amongst the various
candidates or parties by ranking them.
Ordinal ballots are also known as pref-
erential voting. The alternative vote,
borda count, single transferable vote
(STV), and supplementary vote are all
examples of preferential voting systems.
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Ordinary Vote
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Out of Country
Voting (OCV)
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A vote cast, at a voting centet, in the
electot’s voting district, on election day.
See also “Special Voting.”

A method that allows voters to cast their
votes while temporarily or permanently
out of the country. See also “Absentee
Voting,” “Embassy Voting,” and
“Postal Vote/Voting By Mail.”
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Paid Media
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Palm Card
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Paper Record
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Paper Trail
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Parallel System

Any advertisements the campaign pays
to have placed in the mass media, such
as television, radio, or newspaper
advertisements.

A standard piece of campaign literature
used to describe the candidate and pro-
vide a reason to vote for him. A standard
palm card should fit easily inside one’s
palm and is generally delivered by the
campaign door-to-door. It should pro-
vide a clear summary of the campaign
message. See “Campaign Literature”
and “Message.”

A printed record of the voter’s elec-
tronic vote (sometimes called a paper
trail, audit trail or voter verifiable paper
audit trail VVPAT). See also “Paper
Trail” and “Voter Verifiable Paper
Audit Trail (VVPAT).”

See “Paper Record.”

A mixed electoral system in which the
choices expressed by the voters are
used to elect representatives through
two different systems, usually one plu-
rality/majority system and one propot-
tional representation system, but in
which, unlike a mixed-member pro-
portional representation system, but in
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Parallel Test

Parallel Vote
Tabulation (PVT)
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which, unlike a mixed-member propot-
tional system, no account is taken of the
seats allocated under the first system in
calculating the results in the second sys-
tem. See also “Plurality/Majority
System” and “Proportional System.”

A test conducted on voting day in
which actual voting equipment is
excluded from the voting, isolated, test-
ed, and monitored. Parallel tests are
designed to “convince” the machine
that it is being used in an actual election
environment to determine how it
would behave in an actual election.

Provides an independent verification
of election results. To conduct a sound
parallel vote tabulation (PVT), a ran-
dom statistical-based sample of polling
stations are drawn. Trained volunteers
from civil society are deployed to
polling stations to observe and record
all aspects of the voting and counting
process. This information, including
the official polling stations vote count
results, is then sent to a central collec-
tion point where the data is used to
evaluate the overall quality of the elec-
tion day proceedings and to project, or
verify, official results based on precise
analysis of polling center data. PVT is
also known as a quick count.

Signs, buttons, t-shirts, posters, and
banners that promote a candidate,
party, or
Paraphernalia, which is often given
away free of cost, serves as advertise-

issue in an election.

ment for a campaign and increases its
visibility. See also “Visibility.”
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See “Legislature.”

The act of sharing in the activities of a
civil society organization (CSO), politi-
cal, party, or political process; the con-
dition of sharing in common with oth-
ers. Participation is a right and respon-
sibility of citizens in a democracy,
through issue-otriented CSOs and/or
political parties.

Of or relating to a political party. When

an election is partisan, it means that

party affiliation is a component of the

contest and may be listed on the ballot.
r antonym, see “Non-Partisan.”

A group uf people who join together
because they\share many ideas about

ed processes to ensure that the rights of
patticular candidates and/or politic
parties are respected in the electoral
process. Party agents are also some-
times referred to as scrutineers, proxies,
and party poll watchers.

A list presented by a participating party
of candidates for an electoral district.
See “Open List,” “Free List,” and
“Closed List.”

See “Party Agent.”
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Party-List Proportional
Representation System
o) SN /oY) pllas

Past Petformance
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People-to-List Audit
(of the Voters List)
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Periodic Voter
Registry

Gl sl S

Periodic Voters List
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Persuadability
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Persuadable Voter

p LB U il

Information from past elections on ho
many votes or what percentage of votes
candidates from a particular party or
similar ideology received. If there atre
similar candidates or multiple elections,
the various percentages can be averaged
together to find an overall performance.

Evaluation of the voters list which
assesses whether eligible voters are
absent from the voters list based on sam-
pling a cross-section of the electorate.
See also “List-to-People Audit (of the
Voters List)” and “Voters List Audit.”

A registry for which election officials
create an entirely new voters list for
every election, which requires a new
effort each time to identify those peo-
ple who are eligible to vote.

See “Periodic Voter Registry.”

The extent to which a particular group of
voters does not vote in a consistent way.

A voter who does not vote in a consistent
way, voting for one candidate and not
voting for a candidate with a similar ide-
ology or from the same party in either the
same election or in two consecutive elec-
tions. It is believed that persuadable vot-
ers do not identify with a particular party
or ideology and can be persuaded by a
clear message. See also “Swing Voter.”
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A request to an authority, most com-
monly a government official or public
entity. Can be used to appeal election
decisions, and are one type of tactic
used by civic groups in advocacy cam-
paigns to gather signatures of like-
minded citizens on a particular issue.

A group whose major role is to appeal
election decisions.

A method of voter contact in which
volunteers call voters on the phone to
persuade voters, identify supporters,
and turn out the vote near election day.
Also known as phoning.

A circular chart that is divided into sec-
tors, illustrating relative magnitudes,
frequencies, or percentages. Pie charts
have several uses in elections, such as
representing where candidates or par-
ties stand in relation to each other in
the electoral race.

The program, often written, that the
political party or candidate will address
(including political, social, and econom-
ic pillars) if and when they are elected.
This is not a campaign message.

See “Referendum.”

A system based on the principle that a
candidate(s) or party with a plurality of
votes (l.e. more than any other) or a
majority of votes (i.e. 50 % + 1 - an
absolute majority) is/are declared the
winnet(s). See also “Majority System,”
“Plurality /Relative Majority,” and
“Semi-Proportional System.”
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Plurality /Relative
Maijority
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Political Action
Committee (PAC)
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The most votes cast in a given election.
Less than 50% voted for the person or
issue, but that vote got more than any
other vote. This differs from a majority
of the votes cast or 50% + 1 of the
vote. See also “Simple Majority.”

An organization that is created to raise
money for favored political candidates
and is registered with the Federal
Election Commission (FEC). A PAC
may be formed by any group, including
businesses, labor unions, and special
interest bodies. This term is used specifical-
by within the U.S. electoral system. See also
“Interest Group,” “Lobby,” and
“Union.”

The sum of attitudes, beliefs, and
expectations that constitute particular
orientations toward society in general
and politics in particular.

The degree to which an individual citi-
zen believes that he or she can “make a
difference” by influencing the political
system through such activities as vot-
ing, protesting, giving campaign contti-
butions, working on a campaign, or
even running for political office.

The environment in which the cam-
paign will be waged, in reference to
voter attitudes, current events, relevant
issues, and the people who are or will
be involved in the political arena.
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Political Participation Right of all adults of either gender to

Lol 35 Lie

Political Party
ol 5>

Political Party
Campaign
obedl @3 s

Political Platform
P ey

Political Players
(il s (503
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Political Polling

Ll o 1,¥) g Mazu

Political Rally
(gl Ol e

vote; the right to form or participate in
activities of political parties; and the right
to free, fair, and regular elections for leg-
islative bodies as enumerated in Article
21 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and through a series of
international instruments and resolutions
of intergovernmental organizations.

A group of people with similar ideas or
aims, some of whose members are
nominated as candidates in elections in
the hope that they will be elected to
office. See also “Party.”

See “Campaign.”

See “Platform.”

Individuals involved in the political
environment, including lawmakers,
advisors, and operatives, and who may
influence a political campaign or policy
decision one way or another.

Scientific, quantitative  sociological
research based on randomly selected vot-
ers used by the campaign to determine
the opinions of the voters. Political
polling is used to provide strategic plan-
ning information. See also “Opinion
Poll” and “Public Opinion Research.”

Any kind of organized public activity or
demonstration to express support for
an issue, policy, program, candidate, or
party. See also “Rally.”
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Political Rights
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Politician
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The right of people to participate in the
political life of thei
ety such as by voting¥or their government.

communities and soci-

An individual who is involveq in influ-
encing public decision-making through
the influence of politics. A politictaq is
often a person who is running
office or has won an election and is

already in office.

The final voters list made available to
electoral districts. The poll book for
polling stations contains the names and
related information for only those peo-
ple who are designated to vote at each
specific polling station.

See “Party Agent.”

e The act of conducting a survey to
assess public opinion or to forecast an
clection. See also “Opinion Poll;”

e The term polling can also be used to
describe the act of voting. See also
“Voting.”

In most countries, a venue with two
or more polling stations. See also
“Polling Station/Poll.”

The information gathered from public
opinion surveys and research.

See “Election Day.”
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A small geographic unit within a con-
stituency for which a list of electors is
established for one or more polling
sites for the purpose of voting on
polling day.

Election officials who participate in the
administration of a polling station level
on election day. Also known as poll
workers, poll officers, polling staff, or
poll clerks.

See “Polling Station/Poll.”

See “Polling Station/Poll.”

Where applicable, the polling station
assistant assists the presiding officer.

See “Polling Station Official.”

An officially-assigned location where
voters go to cast their ballots under the
authority of election officials. Also
known as a polling place or polling site.

Internet voting that is conducted at a
votet's polling site on designated comput-
ers that are controlled and monitored by
election officials. See also “Kiosk Voting”
and “Remote Internet Voting.”

A person or company that research-
es public opinion. See also “Public
Opinion Research.”
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Popular Vote
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The vote that is cast by each individual
citizen for a candidate, as opposed to
votes cast by elected representatives or
an electoral college for a candidate.

A mechanism for voting in which a voter
completes his or her ballot paper and
returns it by post to an official designated
to conduct the election. See also
“Absentee Voting,” “Out of Country
Voting (OCV),” and “Special Voting.”

The petiod after the election of a new
government, but before its term has
begun during which the incoming govern-
ment lays the groundwork for its adminis-
tration. During this petriod, the newly
elected government can make nomina-
tions for various posts and coordinate
with the incumbent government on the
turnover of policy and secutity issues.

A short statement (no more than a few

Preliminary Statement pages) issued by an election observation

on Observation

/5 o A ol
S aay Lo

Posters

eliale

mission, domestic or international, con-
taining a summary of observation activi-
ties, findings, evaluations, and sometimes
recommendations on how to remedy dis-
putes or reform the electoral process.
Usually issued within 48 hours of the vote
count in order to help voters and political
parties evaluate the process. See also
“Final Statement on Observation” and
“Interim Statement on Observation.”

Large signs with the candidate or party
name on them and the office they are
seeking which can be placed on win-
dows, poles, walls, etc. Posters are good
for increasing name recognition of the
candidate and reminding people to
vote. See also “Visibility.”
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An individual who may back a politi-
cian or a political party, etc.

A governing arrangement agreed to by
political contestants when an official elec-
tion result (and winner) cannot be deter-
mined due to extraordinary circumstances.

The smallest geographic district in rela-
tion to elections. Cities and counties are
divided into precinct polling districts.
Campaigns will often gather precinct
information such as voter lists, turnout
from the last election, and returns from
the last election.

An indicative sort and count of votes
following the primatry vote count. The
primary vote count and national distri-
bution of preferences are both con-
ducted at the polling booth once
polling has closed.

A system in which counted votes are
used to redistribute the preferences of
the electors to establish a winner.
Preferential distribution is used in altet-
native vote and single non-transferable
vote systems (SNTV).

See “Ordinal Ballot.”

An election prior to general election in
which no party affiliation is used and is
conducted to reduce the number of
candidates.
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Initial official election results, which are
often announced prior to any recounts,
claims, objections, and complaint reso-
lutions. See also “Final Results” and
“Results.”

The initial list of voters compiled from
the voter registration process. Typically
the preliminary voters list is produced
relatively early in the voter registration
process and is posted for scrutiny by the
public, political parties, and civic organi-
zations. Following this verification,
claims, and objections process, a revised
voters list is produced. See also “Voters
List,” “Revised Voters List,” and
“Final Voters List.”

Any event or large grouping of voters
organized unrelated to a campaign, to
which the campaign can go and meet
voters. Examples of preset events can
be parades, fairs, conventions, debates,
etc. See also “Created Events.”

Anyone working for a media outlet.

An event planned by the campaign to
which the press is invited with the put-
pose of providing information about
the campaign or on a particular issue.
See also “Press Release.”

A packet of information developed by
the campaign and given to the press to
provide them with information about
the candidate and the campaign. It
often includes a biography, photo, a
copy of the press release announcing
their candidacy or the speech, press
releases outlining various position papers,
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papets, copies of good press the cam-
paign has received, and campaign litera-
ture. See also “Campaign Literature”
and “Press Release.”

An opportunity for the press to ask

political candidates questions and

receive answers.

A formal written statement, often in the
form of a news story, meant to provide
timely information on a particular event
or issue. Provided by the campaign to
reporters and others in the mass media
presenting the candidate’s position on a
particular issue or event. Also released
by international observers, domestic
monitors, and election commissions to
comment on the integrity of the elec-
tion. See also “Campaign Literature.”

The individual in an organization or
campaign responsible for dealing with
the mass media. See “Mass Media”
and “Press.”

A public election through which a polit-
ical party chooses its candidates for a
forthcoming electoral process.

See “Unique Identifier.”

Information on individual voters that is
required by electoral law.
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Print media is any part of the mass
media using the written word and/or
still pictures, such as newspapers and
magazines, as opposed to the electron-
ic media that uses the spoken word
and/or video. See also “Electronic
Media” and “Mass Media.”

The ability of a person to control the
availability of information about and
exposure of himself or herself.

Television, radio, and newspapers
owned by private individuals or compa-
nies. The owners’ right to freedom of
the press should preclude government
interference. For antonym, see “State
Controlled Media.”

A campaign that has a strategy and a
written plan to carry that strategy out.
This campaign sets the agenda in the
election and knows what to expect
from its opponents. For antonym, see
“Reactive Campaign.”

See “Adjudication.”

See “Platform.”

The propagation of ideas and informa-
tion for the purpose of influencing or
intensifying certain attitudes and
behavior.
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An electoral system family based on the
principle of the conscious translation of
the overall votes of a party or grouping
into a corresponding proportion of
seats in an elected body. All PR systems
require the use of multi-member dis-
tricts. Proportional representation is
also known as full representation. See
also “Semi-Proportional System.”

See “Electorate” and “Eligible Voter.”

A vote cast in an election to demon-
strate the voters’ unhappiness with the
gctoral process, the electoral contest-

polling station. Typically, copies of t
protocol are posted outside of the
polling station and are made available
to political party agents and non-parti-
san  election present.
Protocol forms are also known as a tally
sheets/reconciliation sheets.

observers

See “Tendered Ballot.”

See “Party Agent.”
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Proxy Vote
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A vote that is cast by one entity on
behalf of another. Proxy voting proce-
dures vary depending on the country’s
law and are forbidden in some coun-
tries.

Of or having to do with the people as a
whole, or something that is made view-
able to all, something that is open.

Television and radio station program-
ming devoted to political discussion
shows, election coverage, coverage of
debates and “town hall meetings,” party
conventions or rallies, round table dis-
cussions moderated interview shows,
or call-in commentary shows.

Funds provided by the government to
reimburse expenses incurred by candi-
tes and political parties to seek election.

Session atwhich citizens present their
views on a specific matter to a govern-
ment body.

Any official or employee s the State or
its agencies, including those\xwho have

name of the State or in the service
the State, at any level of its hierarchy.

Using focus groups and/or sutveys to
gather qualitative or quantitative data
about citizens’ opinions in order to
shape policy and program responses.
See also “Focus Groups,” “Opinion
Poll,” and “Political Polling.”
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The result of interactions between dif-
ferent groups and parties about the
course of action that should be taken.
ese decisions are ultimately codified

put into practice and moni-
civil society organizations
(CSOs), activigts, and citizens.

A public problem or Issue of concern
that the government ¢ advocacy
groups attempt to addres
poverty, healthcare, and ter

among others.

The act of a campaign ensuring voters
who support their candidate/party go to
the polls and vote on election day. The
campaign tries to “pull” voters through
phone calls, knocking on doors, and
other forms of contact to encourage
them to go vote. Generally these sup-
porters have been previously identified
by the campaign. See also “Blind Pull”
and “GOTV=Get Out The Vote.”

A method of voting which requires vot-
ers to punch a hole in the paper ballot
to indicate their choice.

A campaigning technique in which an
individual or organization attempts to
influence or alter the view of respon-
dents under the guise of conducting an
opinion poll. Generally viewed as neg-
ative campaigning, push polls use innu-
endos and, in some cases, rumors to get
respondents thinking about a particular
issue. Many push polls are negative
attacks on other candidates and have
little or no basis in fact. See also
“Political Polling.”
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A training methodology in which the
lead trainer(s) prepate regional leaders
to train municipal leaders who, in turn,
train volunteers. This approach is
quick, decentralized, and economical.
See also “Mobile Teams (Training
Method)” and “National Training
Day (Training Method).”
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Q&A
2.,,.;4' 1) Z.l:.wi

Qualification
Al Ldl/cMnze

Quick Count
() 3 ) Lot 58

Quorum
wlas

Quota
das/UyS

Questions and Answers. See also
“Press Q&A.”

See “Ballot Qualification.”

See “Parallel Vote Tabulation (PVT).”

The minimum number of members of a
deliberative body, such as a legislature
or cabinet, required to be present in
order to conduct the business of that
group, for example pass a law or vote
on a regulation. When quorum is not
met, a vote cannot be held.

The term quota may have one of two
distinct meanings:

e The number of votes which guaran-
tees a party or candidate to win a seat in
a particular electoral district in a pro-
portional representation system;

e The number of seats in an elected
body or a proportion of candidates
nominated by a party, which are required
by law to be filled by representatives of a
particular kind; most commonly used to
ensure the nomination and election of a
minimum number of women.

oY) iy it L] g2l

et LoV by, el

iy WS TP JOW T T NOS N

iy ey ol ol SV cLaeY) s
i i) A S olgd] i) Laadias il
A Wlel Lyl (2 el ioll st
Gt Ldas 6,2 Yy Slie LudssYI i sl i)

cobad) JuossO Y (s

o Ot el s ey 43

et A S ol ey ) LYl sas e
NUN S PO BUERSIR I NEOUCRIPE T pe
¢ i) Jortad] oL

i 5l i) Ol gun) G aslill sase o
L ol @allall (o3 oo o Al olosYl
FICEA RSN PRI SLUDY EE PR EY
i e Logus LSl ol Gy pts
) (SsN) adl el e sae Ol



116

NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTE

Race
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Racism

Rally
(o)) Sl e

Ratify
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Reactive Campaign
FIRICRETIN

Another term for an election campaign.
An election campaign is often compared
to running a race in which candidates
“run for office.” See also “Running for
Office.”

Animosity towards other races; prejudice
or animosity against people who belong
to other races. See also “Sectarianism.”

An organized gathering intended to
inspire enthusiasm for a
Campaigns and political parties often
hold rallies in support of their candidate
and to energize their political base.
Generally, people brought together by
the rally will already be supporters, but

cause.

the event may receive press coverage
and thereby influence other voters.
Rallies can also be used to raise funds.
See also “Political Rally.”

Formal approval by voters, or other
persons, of proposed policies, laws, or
decisions.

A campaign that spends its resources
depending on the political landscape and
what happens during the campaign. This
is a campaign that lacks a plan, is always
behind and cannot set the agenda. For
antonym, see “Proactive Campaign.”
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A procedure undertaken by an election
manager before a preference count is
conducted. All ballot papers are re-
examined and counted  again.
Scrutineers are entitled to be present
and should be aware of any corrected
figures before a preference count is
commenced. This term should not be
confused with the term “recount.” See

also “Preference Count.”

A second or further count of votes in
an election.

A new arrangement of the electoral divi-
sions in a state or territory with the result
of changing the boundaties of some
existing divisions. See also “Boundary
Delimitation,” “Districting,” and
“Gerrymandering.”

The process by which electoral district
boundaries are redrawn to adjust for
changes in population. See also
“Boundary  Delimitation” and
“Districting.”

See “Redistricting.”

The legal process of submitting to the
voters for their approval or rejection of
proposed state or local laws or constitu-
tional amendments. Examples of refer-
endums include the adoption of a new
constitution, a constitutional amend-
ment, a law, a recall of an elected official,
ot simply a specific government policy. A
referendum is also known as a plebiscite.
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Change intended to improve a current
system by correcting faults, removing
inconsistencies and abuses, and impos-
ing modern values or methods.
Reform is not a revolution, but seeks
Such
could include a more robust role for

incremental change. reform
marginalized groups such as women or
minority groups.

See “Voter Registry.”

A venue where voter registration takes
place in a face-to-face setting.

The act of accepting the applications to
participate in an election of political par-
ties and candidates that meet defined cri-
tetia. See also “Applying for Candidacy”
and “Ballot Qualification.”

The act or process of entering the names
of eligible electors and other relevant
information in a register or list of electors.

An official responsible for maintaining
the voter registry. Depending on the
country’s election law, the registration
official may be appointed by a local
authority or by the election manage-
ment body (EMB). In the British sys-
tem, these officials are referred to as
Electoral Registration Officers.

A ballot paper that does not have any
mark, or has more than one mark, or is
marked in such a way that it does not
clearly indicate the votet’s choice.
Polling officials determine which bal-
lots are rejected, and those ballots will
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not be counted toward any candidate or
party. Rejected ballots are also known
as invalid votes. See also “Ballots
Destroyed” and “Null Ballot.”

A complex database intended to
increase efficiency in computing and
data manipulation processes in which
sets of data are stored in different tables
with relationships between each table.

Data is considered reliable and wvalid
when multiple independent observers
watching the same event (the vote
count) and using the same measuring
instrument (the observer form) evaluate
that event in exactly the same way. See
also “Verifiable Findings.” For
antonym, see “Unreliable Evidence.”

Internet voting from any home com-
puter rather than specific computers
under the control of a polling authority,
as in poll-site Internet voting or kiosk
voting. See also “Kiosk Voting” and
“Poll-Site Internet Voting.”

An individual nominated or elected to
represent the concerns of others or to
make decisions on behalf of others. A
representative could also be an advo-
cate who represents a specific issue or
policy. See also “Member.”

A government in which the adult citi-
zens of the country vote to elect the
country’s leaders who will work on
their behalf and make the governmental
decisions.
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A political system or form of govern-
ment in which people elect representa-
{ves to exercise power on their behalf.

All the gathered information collected
by a campaign that will influence an
clection. May i
tricts, voters, past
current, the campaigis candidate, and
any viable opponents.
first step in putting together\a campaign
strategy and plan. See also “Candidate
Research,” “District Reseaxch,”
“Opposition Research,” and “Public
Opinion Research.”

lude election rules, dis-
ections, the election

Someone who lives at a particular place
for a prolonged period or who was
born there, or who otherwise meets the
legal residency requirements of that
patticular area. See also “Alien/Non-
Citizen” and “Citizen.”

See “Alien/Non-Citizen.”

Information on the outcome of an elec-
tion. See also “Final Results” and
“Preliminary Results.”

A judicial body, in the case of elections,
authorized to adjudicate complaints.
Examples of review authorities/bodies
for elections are a electoral courts, tri-
bunals, empowered branches of the
election management body (EMB), or
other independent bodies (i.e. courts of
law). See also “Appellate Court” and
“Electoral Court.”
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The process for filing complaints and
appeals to the designated review
authority/body. Also known as the
complaints adjudication process.

A list that is created after a claims and
objections period to verify that any addi-
tions, deletions, or changes have been
made by the election authorities. See also
“Final Voters List,” “Preliminary
Voters List,” and “Voters List.”

The ability to use language effectively
and persuasively, or insincere or
grandiloquent language. The use of
rhetoric is common among politicians.

A governing or reigning power or a
period during which a person or group
reigns or governs. It is also the exercise
of authority or control.

Every decision to do something is a
decision not to do something else;
every campaign has a limited number of
each of resources - time, information,
people, and money - and must make
decisions about how to use those
resources. Therefore, it is important to
have a written campaign plan which
lays out the strategy.

Governance system in which no one is
above the law, not even the government.
This requires an independent judiciaty,
transparent and moral laws and legal sys-
tem, and non-arbitrary or unbiased
application of laws.
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The political party or coalition that has
a majority in a legislature.

An election campaign is often compared
to running a race in which candidates
“Run for Office.” See also “Race.”

A second election held to determine a
winner if no candidate receives an
absolute majority of the vote in the first
election round. The top two candidates
from the first round will enter the run-
off election. See also “T'wo-Round
System (TRS).”

The period preceding an election dur-
ing which political campaigns, voter
education efforts, and other activities
intensify. The “run-up” period is not
defined by a specific period of time, but
it tends to be longer in very important
or critical elections.
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Salvaged Votes
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Sampling of Results
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Seat

Jundie

Votes of a cagdidate dropped in
counting rounds oRan alternative vote
or single transferab
These votes are reallocat
preferred choice on each
also “Alternate Vote” and “Single
Transferable Vote (STV).”

vote system.
to the next

A small selection of the results used as
representative of the whole. See also
“Cross-Section of Voters.”

The person responsible for maintaining
the campaign calendar and the candi-
date’s calendar. The scheduler is also
responsible for responding to invitations.

See “Party Agent.”

See “Observation.”

Another term for an official government
position used because the candidate
elected then has a seat in parliament.
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In the context of elections, the process
of distributing the seats in a legislative
assembly to political parties or candi-
dates on the basis of the number of
votes they obtained in an election.

See “T'wo-Round System (TRS).”

Information that is not required by the
legal framework but is useful in the
overall administration of the electoral
process. For example, assigned polling
station; information on temporary resi-
dence, and assigned electoral district.

Principle of voting that ensures vot-
ers’ choices are confidential. Secrecy
of the ballot can help curtail the influ-
ence of intimidation or bribery. See
also “Curtain (for voting booth).”

A test that aims to expose the vulnera-
bilities of the voting systems from
threats that come from outside the elec-
tion authorities and from inside the
election authorities.

A strong or excessive devotion to a pat-
ticular form of religion, often leading to
a resolute prejudice against other
beliefs, which can be transformed into
specific political action against certain
groups. See also “Racism.”

The act of censoring or classifying one’s
own work, such as a book, article, film,
blog, or other means of expression, out
of fear or deference to the sensibilities
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of others without an authority directly
pressuring one to do so. In authoritarian
countries, self-censorship may occur
because individuals fear sanction by their
gavernments; in democratic countries,
self-
the expectations of the market or the val-
ues of socigty. See also “Censorship”
and “Direct

nsorship may occur to conform to

The ability to decide ong’s own fate or
course of action without\compulsion;
free will; freedom of the people of a
given area to determine their ows polit-
ical status; independence. See
“Sovereignty.”

A system which translates votes cast into
seats won in a way that falls somewhere
between the proportionality of a propot-
tional representation (PR) system and
the majoritarianism of a plurality/majot-
ity system. Semi-proportional systems
include limited vote (LV), single non-
transferable vote (SNTV), parallel, and
mixed-member proportional (MMP).
See also “Plurality/Majority System”
and “Proportional Representation.”

An elector whose address is, by official
request, not included on the voters list
based on the belief that having his or
her name on the list will place his or her
personal safety or that of his or her
family members at risk.

Fifty percent of the votes cast plus one
vote, as opposed to plurality or relative
majority. See also “Absolute Majority,”
“Majority System,” and “Plurality/
Relative Majority.”
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A voting system in which voters cast a sin-
gle vote for one candidate in a multi-
member district. Those candidates with
the highest vote totals fill the district’s
positions. See also “Single Transferable

Vote (STV).”

A preferential voting system used in
multi-member districts with voters rank-
ing candidates in order of preference on
the ballot paper in the same manner as
the alternative vote. Candidates who sur-
pass a specified quota of first-preference
votes are immediately elected. In succes-
sive counts, votes are redistributed from
least successful candidates, who are elim-
inated, and from votes surplus to the
quota from successful candidates, until
sufficient candidates are declared elected.
See also “Single Non-Transferable
Vote (SNTV).”

A ballot system in which voters are
issued a single ballot containing all the
parties or candidates in the election.
Voters have to indicate on the ballot
paper which of these is preferred before
placing the ballot in the ballot box. See
also “Multiple-Ballot System.”

Single-Member District An electoral district from which only

St Ggalol/dus 3 5 505

Single-Party System
R PYINTY;

one member is elected to a legislature
or elected body. See also “Multi-
Member District.”

A system in which only one political
party is legally allowed to hold effective
power. Although minor parties may
sometimes be allowed, they are legally
required to accept the leadership of
the dominant party. This party may
not, however, always be identical to the
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government, although sometimes posi-
tions within the party may in fact be
more important than positions within
the government. A single-party system
is also known as a one party system. For
antonym see “Multi-Party System.”

The election of one person from a field
of candidates for only one position,
such as a presidential election. See also
“Multi-Seat Election.”

A list of candidates proposed for nom-
ination or election. A slate can be a for-
mal list submitted to the election man-
agement body (EMB), or an informal
one used by various candidates or par-
ties as an electoral strategy to maximize
the number of seats attained. See also
“Party List.”

This is a short phrase that voters may
remember to identify the candidate, or
campaign. A slogan is not a message.
See also “Message.”

A card with a built-in microprocessor
and memory used to store, provide, and
process information.

A device that reads the data saved on a
smart (chip) card and serves to authen-
ticate the identity of a voter.

See “Hard Money/Soft Money.”

In the reporting of TV news, a very
short statement lasting no more than a
few seconds, that tries to convey a spe-
cific idea, image, or perception that will
attract the viewing audience's attention.
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Automobiles with loud speakers
attached to them that go through areas
of an electoral district broadcasting a
message. These are considered part of
the visibility method of voter contact.
See also “Visibility.”

The right to be politically independent
and to have political and military con-
trol over an area of governance without
external interference. See also “Self-
Determination.”

Any ballot that is not a standard ballot
paper issued to eligible voters at their
assigned polling station by polling offi-
cials. Often special ballots are used for
voters unable to be present at the
polling station at which they are regis-
tered. See also “Absentee Voting,”
“Early Voting,” “Embassy Voting,”
“Out of Country Voting (OCV)” and
“Postal Vote/Voting By Mail.”

See “By-Election.”

Procedures and facilities for electors
who are unable to implement the vot-
ing process or to access the normal
polling station in the electoral district in
which they are registered to vote. See
“Absentee Voting,” “Early
Voting,” “Mobile Voting Center,”
and “Postal Vote/Voting By Mail.”

also

Usually prepared remarks given orally
to a group of people or in front of a
large audience.
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A media adviser or political consultant
employed by a campaign to ensure that
the candidate receives the best possible
publicity in any given situation. When
these media advisers practice their craft,
they are said to be “spinning” or put-
ting “spin” on a situation or event. See
also “Campaign Professionals.”

A ballot paper on which a voter has
incorrectly made his or her mark, or a
ballot paper that has been damaged in
some way. Generally, a voter can return
a spoilt ballot to a polling official and
be issued another.

A person or group with a direct inter-
est, involvement, or investment in a
particular issue. For example, employ-
ees, stockholders, and customers of a
business concern.

Research of the problems and interests
of members of a certain community
which politicians or civic groups may
which to influence or engage. Such an
analysis is a common first step in the
development of party platforms or
advocacy campaigns.

A region where people inhabit a specific
geographic area and who live under a
common legal and political authority.
The term State (with a capital “S”) is used
to describe a self-governing country, and
state (with a lower-case “s”) is used to
describe a division of the federal State.
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radio, and newspapers
owned or controlled by the State. These
media outlets should be held to the high-
est standards of accuracy and fairness,
objectivity and balance. For antonym,
see “Privately Controlled Media.”

Election for a state-level government,
such as a state legislature or governor. See
also “Local Election” and “National
Election.”

Election day observers, either domestic
or international, who are assigned to a
single polling station for the entire peri-
od of the voting process. Stationaty
teams can assess 100% of what tran-
spites at the assigned polling station,
but they have little or no information
about polling stations where the teams
are not present. See also “Mobile
Teams (Observers/Monitors).”

When a candidate or campaign contin-
ues to deliver the same message or
theme at every opportunity. Often the
opponent will try to pull the campaign
off their message. See also “Message.”

A meeting, or short series of meetings,
of the candidate and key advisors that
will gather the necessary information
and determine the overall strategy of the
campaign. This strategy must be written
down in the form of a campaign plan.
See also “Campaign Plan.”

The method, written into the campaign
plan, of what the campaign will do
from this point to election day to elect
the candidate to the chosen office. See
also “Campaign Plan.”

s s ) s3] ] K ids s
NUSSETE RN PP JYU | J5 SRV - S
Jad )5 Bl ols s el ieadel) Jolu )
Sools el i) a0l o

Ll oY e e g Ol
el A WS e i) Al
Vi y Ol y it i) L

) (o3l 31 add] (Gl gy el e
AN 38 b aals Al S e d] osds
235 o ra ey Sl Ol A G353 o e
1 g 1AV 5 e e adiins Lae Sl Ls
RSIVHVAT[VIOS SEPNECITN POSES PRRRE e e
Y g LAY 58 e o laplne Las 5 Ll
U gl (e AN G5 L gl L

e o et A ) el ] el s pty
LS 4513 0yl o] Lol Al I S § idad]
oY b § ] gty B ) i
Ll gl Ll Lo panias oo ikl § 25
(i) oL, »

) olelena¥l o spead e 1 FLiza
por S il 5l g et A sy
k) Tl ) dmgiii s ey ] e sl
Lo il Y] dd ikl o by ¥y L JSS
Ll gl eVl el iles St e
Sidad) 3"

) iU Aas Yt S ol Jusd) LT
s Lal gl i) e M et A s
Sidkat



Stratification
(Strategy in PVT)

(g 1AV 551 0) T 5
olib g

Ul § Sdazans LpgdlAwl)
(Gl sl ol )

Straw Poll

g A (ot P Coguas
/(pladt i A LeStaz)
1) Jyie gl g Moz
((a=sy

Stump Speech
d o) ol ol
(o)

Sub-National Party
List

o) ko] 3] s
(sl 09 (s pimdl

Substitution of Voter

Aol J2 sl cupas

NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTE

An advanced technique in parallel vote
tabulation to reduce a sample’s margin
of error and to permit eatly projections
when only some of the sample points
have reported. Voting sites may be strat-
ified according to administrative region,
demographic characteristics (e.g. urban,
semi urban, rural, etc.), socio-economic
status, and gender, for example. See also
“Parallel Vote Tabulation (PVT).”

A nonscientific poll taken in a haphazard
fashion without a statistically sound
sample. Results of straw polls are usual-
ly inaccurate and not representative of
the population. An example would be
TV broadcasters asking members of the
viewing audience to call in with a “yes”
or “no” vote regarding a particular issue
or question. The callers are unlikely to
represent all of the important seg-
ments/characteristics of the population
as a whole. See also “Political Polling.”

A standard speech delivered by a candi-
date on many occasions. This speech
typically contains the campaign mes-
sage as its core and is repeated at every
opportunity. See also “Message.”

A list presented by a participating party
or candidates at the regional or provin-
cial level. See also “Party List.”

When a voter goes to cast a vote in
place of another voter. This term can
be used both to describe a legal proxy
voter or a person voting illegally in
place of another. The substitution of
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voter can be uncovered and proven by
the revision of ballots and the compar-
ison between the signatures and
thumb marks appearing in the book of
voters and those appearing in the vot-
ers list used on election day. See also
“Proxy Vote.”

The right to vote. See also “Franchise.”

A candidate-centered, preferential plu-
rality/majority system, similar to the
alternative vote. If no candidate
achieves an absolute majority of first
preferences, all candidates except the
two leading candidates are eliminated
and their votes reallocated according to
the second, third and so preferences
expressed. The candidate with the high-
est number of votes is declared elected.

Voters and others who have been iden-
tified by a campaign as individuals who
will vote for the candidate or party in an
election.

Votes that a candidate may have in
excess of the quota of votes in a single
transferable vote (STV) system. These
votes are reallocated to other candi-
dates until all the contested positions
are filled.

Anyone speaking on behalf of the can-
didate or otherwise officially represent-
ing the candidate.
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The difference between the performance
of a candidate or party at one election 1
comparison to a previous election.

An electoral district that has a history of
voting for different parties or types of
candidates in the same or consecutive
elections. Because the district can
“swing”” back and forth between different
parties or candidates, it is often important
to spend campaign resources to persuade
voters in these districts to ensure that the
campaign wins them. See also “Electoral
District” and “Petsuadability.”

Precincts within a particular electoral
district that have a history of voting for
different parties or ideologies in various
clections. The campaign may want to
put extra resources into these districts to
ensure that the candidate wins them. See
also “Persuadability” and “Precinct.”

A voter who is not tied to a particular
political party or ideology, but has a his-
tory of voting for different parties or
ideologies in the same or different elec-
tions. Swing voters are considered pet-
suadable and likely to be reached by a
good campaign message or other infor-
mation. See “Persuadable Voter.”

A group of individuals or companies
formed to promote a common interest
or transact some specific business. In
the U.S., syndicates are often referred
to as “associations.” Often syndicates
hold elections, which in some coun-
tries can be used to gauge the larger
political environment or help predict
upcoming governmental elections. See
also “Association.”

CRATIC INSTITUTE

133

e Sl o o s el o LW
i) oLyl § wibl Sl

N s Lol Lgmie Gmnd il 5,50
3 C)L@_"_,.?‘é;:q.n&)l}iw
el oLl @ ol i

LT Lpoe 5 mcs Al 5,515 (pans 3bLe
B & A2 Sl o] 5l ol Osas
3o i o) Al Uy iy i s
553 gmamian e 1]l ads b LSl
"ol g L] A Ll pal, L et A

g b deglinis) 5,508

o el Qi o Ly iy, ¥ 3L
TIPS PRI UL VR ECUDY SN W
Lesls Sl § fide oln il o Ol oY
HIVT I PRUPI N R St PEPRCI R ERS] I W
15] ¥ P i s L) ¥ 30 o 0
= s ol adly At il cols
VP LM U U pl ) o5 1 Ol s

i Sl & nbholad] o otV o i st
Jesl 5Ll o) &S e pdlan o3 Jomns 3 0350
sdp Jf Banll LY G i Lo LILE isas
o oS Sl @ F s bty Clla)
S ) s Jea o ool iy Lelie oy
SV @l 1855 5l sV Llas § Kl

i’ L g, ALl



134

NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTE

Tabulation of Results
ol Ui

Tactics
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Tally Sheet/
Reconciliation Sheet
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Target Voter
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Targeting
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The process of compiling the results of
a count of election results. Also known
as the collation or amalgamation of
results. See also “Count.”

A procedure or set of maneuvers to
achieve an electoral end, aim, or goal.

See “Protocol.”

A voter whom the campaign believes is
most likely to be persuaded by the cam-
paign’s message and thus provide the
margin of victory. See also “Margin of
Victory” and “Message.”

The process of dividing the voting
population into smaller groups and
determining which of the votes the
campaign wants to focus its message
on to win the election. See also
“Demographic Targeting” and
“Geographic Targeting.”
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Technical Irregularities Errors in a voters list which are caused

(in the Voters List)
() 1) @) S olbas]

Technical
Requirement
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Telephone Voting
Wl pe Copas

Teller (Vote Count)
Ao 5.5 08 S ghane

Tendered Ballot
Jiine | 5 1335
(Lo o wSTal) ol

by the malfunctioning or misuse of a
database rather than by political moti-
vation. Technical irregularities are
detected by voter registration audits.
Examples include a surge in voters reg-
istered in one district because names
were counted twice, or the deletion of
names from a particular district.

Specification for election-related tech-
nologies that are developed by the elec-
toral administration.

A method that allows people to call dif-
ferent telephone numbers to indicate
preference for different options. A voter
might call one number and indicate a
preference by pressing buttons in a menu
system. The main drawback is the diffi-
culty in verifying the identity of the voter
and in permitting only one vote per pet-
son. Its chief advantage is the ease in get-
ting people to participate. This method
of voting is not used for the election of
officials, but is used for public opinion
polling. See also “Political Polling” and
“Public Opinion Research.”

Person appointed to help count votes.

A ballot issued to a voter whose right to
vote is disputed or in doubt. This can
be used when a votet’s name is not on
the proper voters list, the voters list
indicates that the voter has already
voted, or the identity of the voter is
challenged. Tendered votes are placed
in envelopes, provisionally accepted,
and subject to verification before being
accepted for the count. A tendered bal-
lot is also known as a provisional vote
or a challenged ballot.
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Restrictions on the number of terms an
elected official may serve in the same
post.

An institution designed to conduct
research on issues of public concern and
develop potential areas for policy
responses. Considered part of civil socie-
ty, these organizations setrve to inform
both citizens and government on relevant
political and civic trends in a society.

Any political party that is not one of the
major two parties in a two-party system.
Although third parties rarely win
national elections, they can have an
effect on elections regardless.

The minimum level of support which a
party needs to gain representation in the
legislature. A threshold may be a formal
threshold, which is a figure laid down in
the constitution or the law, usually in
the form of a percentage of the valid
votes cast, or an effective or natural
threshold, which is a mathematical
property of the electoral system in use.

A list of candidates for election nomi-
nated by a political party or group. See
also “Party List.”

See “Vote Splitting.”

One of the four resources every political
campaign and election administration
has, the other three being information,
manpower, and money. It is important
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to determine how much time each elec-
tion activity (either campaign or admin-
istration related) will require, when it
should occur in the election calendar,
and plan for it accordingly. Unlike the
other three resources, time is the same
for each of the campaigns involved in
an election, as well as for the election
administration, but not all campaigns
use their time as effectively. See also
“Campaign Resources.”

When the second votes of a mixed-mem-
ber proportional system election are used
to balance the proportionality of the dis-
trict elected members to the popular pro-
portionality. See also “Mixed-Member
Proportional System (MMP).”

A user interface where voters indicate
choices by touching them on a comput-
er screen rather than using a keyboard
or mouse. See also “Direct Recording
Electronic (DRE) System.”

An informal gathering of an officehold-
er or candidate for office with a group
of people, often local, in which the
audience raises questions directly to the
officeholder or candidate.

A political poll taken later in the cam-
paign to determine how the campaign’s
message and the various methods of
voter contact is affecting undecided
and persuadable voters. See also
“Political Polling,” “Baseline Poll,”
and “Opinion Poll.”
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Transitional Election Election which mark the depatture from
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Transparency
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Trapdoor
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Turnout/

Voter Turnout
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Two-Round System
(TRS)
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an authortitarian regime to a democratic
system, or from one patty’s dominance to
another. The former would mark the
beginning of a nascent democracy.

The quality of visibility or accessibility
of information.

An opening in a computer code through
which a program can be altered. In the
case of direct recording electronic
(DRE) voting systems, such an alter-
ation could falsify the results of an elec-
tion. See also “Direct Recording
Electronic (DRE) System.”

The portion of the electorate that actu-
ally goes to the polls and votes, referred
to as a percentage or as a real number.

A plurality/majority system in which a
second election is held if no candidate
achieves a given level of votes, most
commonly an absolute majority (50 %
+ 1), in the first election round. A two-
round system (TRS) may take a majori-
ty-plurality form, in which it is possible
for more than two candidates to con-
test the second round. Alternatively, a
TRS may take a majority run-off form,
in which only the top two candidates in
the first round contest the second
round. See also “Run-off Election.”
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Unbiased
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Uncontrolled
Environment

Underdog

Free from prejudice or favoritism;
objective. For antonym, see “Bias.”

Not allowed by, or against, the princi-
ples set down in a constitution. See also
“Constitution.”

A voting environment that exhibits one
or more of the following characteristics:
e Representatives of political contest-
ants, non-partisan domestic election
monitoring organizations and other
appropriately authorized persons are not
physically present, and/or are unable to
access and observe the environment;

e Access (whether physical or virtual)
to the environment, including the tech-
nological devices, is not secured and
controlled, and is not regulated by a
process that is independently auditable
and verifiable. For antonym, see
“Controlled Environment.”

The candidate who is viewed as trailing
his or her opponent and/or is not
favored to win the election. However,
underdogs have been known to over-
come the odds, especially in state and
local races. See also “Dark Horse”
and “Front-Runner.”
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Underrepresented
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People who are marginalized politically
and insufficiently or inadequately repre-
sented. Underrepresented groups are
typically minorities, women, displaced
persons, and those in conflict or very
isolated areas.

e An individual who is not registered
to vote;

e A voter who is registered to vote but
not affiliated with any major political
party (informally known as an “inde-
pendent”). This term is wused specifically
within the U.S. electoral system.

A legislature that consists of only one
chamber or house. See also “Bicameral
Legislature.”

An organization of workers formed to
promote common goals on issues such
as wages, hours, and working condi-
tions, often referred to as a labor union.
Although the political structure of a
union varies, union leadership is usually
formed through democratic elections.
Unions, especially with national chap-
ters, can be influential in local and
national elections. Candidates often
seek the endorsements of unions with
the expectation that all of the union’s
membership will vote for the union’s
official preferred candidate.

An entry in a database that serves to
unmistakably identify a record; a voter
ID number can be a unique identifier in
a table of voters, if every voter has
exactly one voter ID, and every voter
ID matches exactly one voter (also
called Primary Keys).
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Universal Suffrage

Unmarked Ballot
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Unofficial Results
Loy 2 il

Unreliable Evidence
& dsise a2 ol

Unused Ballot
Uonzs pd ¢ 1781 33,5

Upper House
[t yeid) pdtt
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Usability Test
Jlenzu¥l & g jLizsl

The right of all the eligible voters to
participate in the electoral process with-
out discriminatioh based on gender,
property rights, ethwicity, residence,
race, etc.

See “Blank Ballot.”

Election results published by the media,
political parties, civic organizations, or
anyone else not directly associated with
the election management body (EMB).

Evidence based on anecdotes and
impressions rather than verifiable facts.
For antonyms, see “Reliable and Valid
Data” and “Verifiable Findings.”

Any ballot that was not issued or used
in any way during an election.

One of the two chambers in a bicamer-
al legislature, often seen as containing
‘the representatives of regions/federal
states’ or as ‘a chamber of review.
Generally, the upper house is the less
powerful chamber when the powers of
the two chambers are unequal. See also
“Bicameral Legislature” and “Lower
House.”

A test that determines how easily and
intuitively a voter or polling official can
operate a piece of equipment without
confusion and mistakes.
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Valid Vote
o p 31 43,

Validation of the
Voters List

Values

o3

Verifiable Findings
Lo o] s Ol ezl

Veto
i)/ jadid) G

A vote cast in an election, correctly
marked according to the rules, and
which indicates the votet’s choice. The
valid vote is also known as a formal vote.

A systematic and scientific evaluation of
the voters list that checks for accuracy,
and might entail checking the voters list
against another database to see whether
the details are correct. Sometimes a vot-
ers list validation is a part of the voters
list audit. See also “Voters List Audit.”

The social principles, goals, or stan-
dards held or accepted by an individual,
a class, a society, etc. Campaigns seek to
emphasize the values of a candidate to
build a positive image for him or her.
See also “Image.”

Information based on certifiable obser-
vations, empirical facts, and quantita-
tive studies. See also “Reliable and
Valid Data.” For antonym, sece
“Unreliable Evidence.”

The vested power or constitutional
right of one branch or department of
government to refuse approval of meas-
ures proposed by another department.
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The term is used most commonly in
reference to the power of a chief exec-
utive to reject a bill passed by the legis-
lature and thus prevent or delay its

enactment into law. The term is Latin
for “I forbid.”

A campaign method in which the can-
didate’s name is advertised and present
in the eyes of voters. If seen enough, it
can often raise the candidate’s name
recognition.

Vivid description of the sort of change
a politician or campaign aims to
achieve. The vision statement serves to
both motivate members and also to
recruit new supporters to the cause.

A supporter of a candidate who general-
ly spends some of his/her time helping
the campaign without being paid a salary.

A person on the campaign staff respon-
sible for recruiting and scheduling vol-
unteers.

An essential and on-going process for
any campaign. Recruitment provides
an opportunity for individual citizens
to voice their support of particular
policies or initiatives, while also pro-
viding vital human resources to a cam-
paign or organization.

A formal expression of preference in
response to a proposal, motion, or
choice of candidate for office through
an election or referendum.

143

el J) 5, ol plaall 1o Jlars
G vad) o> O] el asl laas 2l
oo Ut g i) gl 0,25 5,5 g s e
adaid 3,55 o ) 31 3w ol Ul addes o5 JLLy

gl Ul s e Bt ) ]2’

) Jo o) it oM Lasesas s
s el Gpho O o) sia> uads i Al
ol ldlorru) tSS uie oyl si ol

AT el I Gl o5 on a5

et ] gy 3 perd) g 55 A gy S
Lol oYl o) padiie o doelnd) Js,
o ol e b i ) sdes e Y

s o1 & sl ol il s <LzeYl

iias doiad ) ek el iy 31 et
o 03 e Al 500l aisy oo Linmy oS

ol Gl iy

o 3 el e Jy5adl i ]
b sl e shad] Glldanl e LY

LYl et L) Ll £y 0 dpdas
ool i il ey O ol Uair el
S oluled oed e Ol U :IJJ‘U RESZNY
oMt olediiadd pos5 L (ilns &l jolee

Lﬁbﬂ:)ly;@j

I3 Ll Ladey ol L o oy ot
e & o) el oyl oY e
A Gl e o] ol Jitd Gt e s

A CITIN|



144

Vote Count/
Vetification

/Olﬂglj)
Gl owo) e 3id

Vote Counting
Assistant

SA oo Japed) aslocs

Vote Counting Officer
1) 300Y) 553 (5 S5
SAI g i g

Vote Shifting
Capaddl Ly pets

Vote Splitting
Ny g 593/ i

Vote-Buying
N ol 2

NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTE

Part of the electoral process during
which votes are counted by election
officials after all ballots have been cast.
¢ actual counting of votes requires
accudacy, speed, and security.

The person ¥who assists in counting

votes.

A person that visits voting p
and conducts the count for, or assists,
the returning officer, either manually
on paper or with computers.

When voters vote for a candidate from
one party or ideology in one election and
vote for a candidate from a different
party or with a different ideology in the
next election. Voters who shift their votes
are considered to be persuadable with a
campaign message. See also “Persua-
dability” and “Vote Splitting.”

The act of voting for candidates from
different parties within the same elec-
toral process, such as within a multi-
member district, between national and
local elections, or between presidential
and legislative elections. Voters who
vote for candidates representing differ-
ent parties on the same ballot are said
to have split their ticket.

The act of providing a financial or

material incentive to a voter in
exchange for a vote, buying abstentions
(negative vote-buying), or paying voters
to stay home. Bordetline cases include

the promise of jobs, loans, promotions,
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Voter
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etc. to get votes. Vote buying is illegal
in most countries. See also “Bribing
Voters.”

Person who is eligible and registered to
vote. Also known as an elector.

The way in which voters feel going into
the election. The most common ‘atti-
tudes’ discussed by campaigns and the
media are typically whether the voter
feels satisfied or angty and/or better or
worse off than they were during the
previous election. Campaigns will often
seek to design a message that reflects
the attitude of most voters.

A list of eligible voters that may contain
personal information relevant to the
voting process (for example, the votet’s

address).

The relative decrease in voter turnout
from one election to another. Less
important or lower profile races often
receive fewer votes than higher profile
races because often voters do not know
about the race, do not know the candi-
dates, or do not care. See also “Apathy
Voter” and “Voter Fatigue.”

A process by which people are made
aware of the electoral process and the pat-
ticulars and procedures for voter registra-
tion, voting, and other elements of the
clection. See also “Civic Education.”
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Voter Fatigue
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The apathy that an electorate can expe-
rience when it is required to vote too
often. Voter fatigue can result in low
voter turnout rates. See also “Apathy
Voter” and “Voter Drop Off.”

See “Voter Registry.”

Refers to election fraud conducted by
an individual often with the involve-
ment of party agents or the govern-
ment. Examples of voter fraud include
voting when ineligible, multiple-voting,
voter impersonation, and vote-buying,
among others.

See “Civic Education” and “Voter
Education.”

Any form of coercion, physical vio-
lence, or threats aimed at keeping
someone from voting or forcing them
to vote a certain way.

Issues that voters are directly con-
cerned with, such as their job or the
education of their children. Voters
often care less about policy issues that
they have little control over.

See “Registration of Voters.”

The national list of all eligible voters
names, which can take the form of one
unified database or a compilation or
series of databases from governmental
subdivisions. This list contains additional
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tional information such as voters’ gen-
der birth dates, addresses, assigned
polling station, and unique voter identi-
fication numbers.

See “Turnout/Voter Turnout.”

A printed record of the voter’s elec-
tronic vote. The VVPAT is also called a
paper record, paper trail, or audit trail.

A voter’s guide provides voters with
summary information on voting meth-
ods used in their local polling places with
pointers about the voting technology
and how to vote successfully. Also cov-
ers how to investigate and get help when
something goes wrong with the voting
process as well as information on the
candidates or parties running in the par-
ticular election, including their plat-
forms. See also “Voter Education.”

An identification card that a voter must
present at the polling station on elec-
tion day, with or without an additional
piece of identification depending on
the country, to prove that he or she is
eligible to vote and registered at the
polling station. Voter identification
cards may range from relatively simple
to highly complex; some simply have
the name and address of the voter,
while others require a photograph, sig-
nature, fingerprint, or other biometric
data. Some countries only require a
government issued citizenship card or
passport to vote.
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A snapshot of the voter registry at a
particular moment in time. It contains
the names, and often other informa-
tion, such as addresses, dates of birth,
and genders of only those people in the
voter registry who are known to be eli-
gible to vote at that moment. See also
“Voter Registry.”

A systematic and scientific evaluation
of the quality of voters list that checks
for errors, like duplications, multiple
people at the same address, valid dates
of birth, and valid identity numbers.

Information located within a database
that relates to an individual voter.

See “Voters List.”

The act or process of casting one’s vote.
Also known as polling or balloting.

All citizens above the official voting
age. This can be a total number or a
percentage from the whole population.

A booth in which a person can cast a
secret vote.

Voting for more than one candidate, in
some cases from different political pat-
ties, in a given election.
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Voting Machine A mechanical device used for voting. Gy gzl ‘aJM: LS
Capmazd L
Voting Server An electronic unit that records elec- el JON S e Jeomrs i s AS] Sus
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Ward
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Ward Representation
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A division of a city or town, especially
an electoral district, for administrative
and representative purposes.

Representation of an area of a city that
is divided into precincts. See also
“Ward.”

Groups that view their role as critically
monitoring the activities of govern-
ments, industry, or other organizations
and alerting the public when they detect
actions that go against the public interest.

See “First Past the Post.”

A decree issued by a governor or other
executive authority requiring that an
election be held. Writs of election are
typically issued for special elections to
fill a vacancy, but in some countries,
such as the United Kingdom and
Canada, the issuance of a writ of elec-
tion is the only way to call an election.

A ballot on which voters write the
name of their preferred candidate or
party on a blank ballot.
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Unicameral Legislature
Bicameral Legislature

Media Regulatory Body
Independent Testing Authority
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Limited Vote (LV)

Single Transferable Vote (STV)

Single Non-Transferable Vote (SNTV)

Mixed-Member Proportional System (MMP)

First Past the Post

List Proportional Representation (List PR)/Party-List
Proportional Representation System

Block Vote/Bloc Vote

Top Up

Additional Member System

Electoral System

Parallel System

Mixed Electoral System

Multiple-Ballot System

Single-Ballot System

Two-Round System (TRS)

Preferential Voting

Semi-Proportional System

By-Law

Federalism

Leverage

Union

Syndicate

Debate

Margin of Error

Margin of Victory

Data Migration

Denial of Service Attack (DoS Attack)
Election Goal

Constituency/Electorate

Election Management Body (EMB)/ Electoral Administration

Board of Elections
Certification Body
Review Body

Legislature
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Surrogate

Constituent/Voter

Omitted Voter

Unenrolled Voter

Persuadable Voter

Apathy Voter

Eligible Voter

Swing Voter

Prospective Voter

Target Voter

Results

Preliminary Results

Unofficial Results

Final Results

Electoral Dispute

Threshold

Expected Turnout

Turnout/Voter Turnout

Coefficient/Electoral Quotient

Networking

Quorum

Jurisdiction

Borda Count

Plurality/Majority System

Majority System

Pyramid/Cascade System (Training Methodology)

Direct Recording Electronic (DRE) Voting System

Mark-Sense System

Multi-Party System

Proportional Representation

Two-Round System (TRS)/Second Ballot Electoral
System/Double Ballot System

Single-Party System

Supplementary Vote

Alternative Vote

Preferential Voting
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Delegate/Proxy

Party Agent

Poll Watcher

Candidate's Agent

Candidate's Official Agent

Volunteer Coordinator

Campaign Literature

Office

Legislative Office

Executive Office

Jurisdiction

At-Large District

Civil Society Ozrganization (CSO)

Watchdog Organizations

Non-Partisan Domestic Election Monitoring/Obsetver
Organization (or Group

Non-Governmental Organization (NGO)

Domestic Election Monitoring Organization

Election Day Assignment (for Monitors/Obsetvers)

Rally

Political Rally

Campaign Rally

Campaign Literature

Paraphernalia

Campaign Resources

Material Resources

Budget

Citizen

Voting Age Population

Citizenship

Voter Attitudes

Administration Clerk

Government Official

Vote Counting Officer

Filing Deadline

Polling Site

Leadership Qualities
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Ballot Reconciliation
Hagenbach-Bischoff Formula
Opposition

Hardware

Primary Key/Unique Identifier
Mayoral Race

Race

Low Profile Race

High Profile Race

Voting Booth

Votet's Record

Election Commissioner
Commission
Election/Electoral Commission
Federal Election Commission (FEC)
Compensatory Seats

Elector

Silent Elector

Ttinerant Elector

Voting Booth

Seat

Characteristics of Message
Resident

Polling Place

Briefing

Posters

Press Packet

Rule

Representative
Funder/Sponsor

Created Events

Preset Events

Potential Supporter
Supporters

Debate

Unconstitutional
Manipulation of the Press

Enfranchise(ment)/Franchise

NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTE
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Media Monitoring

Election Monitoring/Observing

Message Box

Affiliate

Writ of Election
Candidate

Underdog

Nominee
Front-Runner
Incumbent Candidate
Electoral Competitors
Polling Center
Mobile Voting Center
Registration Center
Counting Center

Data Collection Center

Public Official/ Government Official

Registration Officer

Teller (Vote Count)/Vote Counting Officer

Election Official
Appointed Official
Elected Official
Accountability

Vote Counting Assistant
Polling Station Assistant
Divided Government
Issue

Equal Suffrage

Equal Rights

Pollster

Independents
Participation

Political Participation
Electoral Participation
Bill

Political Landscape
Ratity

Credibility

NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTE
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Bipartisan

Civil Society

Council

Upper House

Lower House
Municipal Council
Electoral College
Focus Group

Think Tank

Lobby

Interest Groups
Cross-Sets

Collateral Group
Underrepresented Groups
Petition Group
Accountability
Conservative
Governor

Governorate

Protocol

Appellate Court
Electoral Court/Tribunal
Improper Campaigning
Mayor

Campaign Professionals
Campaign Period
Mandate

Scrutineer

Code of Conduct
Campaign Manager
Field Ditrector

Election Monitor/Observer

International Election Monitor (or Observer)
Domestic Election Monitor (ot Observer)

Non-Partisan Domestic Election Monitor (or Observer)

Party Observer

Observation
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Closed List

Open List

Full List

Lawn Signs

Commission

Election/Electoral Commission
Campaign Committee

Political Action Committee (PAC)
Federal Election Commission (FEC)
Central Election Commission
Jargon

Elections Markup Language (EML)
Coffees

Voters List

List of Electors

Preliminary Voters List

Periodic Voters List

Corrected Votet’s List

Revised Voters List

Final Voters List

Electoral List

Liberal

Convention

Press Conference
Government

Index of Disproportionality
Qualification
Bipartisan

Supporters

Donor

Ballot Initiative

Citizen Initiative
Partisan

Technical Requirement

Volunteer
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Smart Card Reader
Voter Database
Relational Database
Rule Finite
Database

Flat Database

Law

Electoral Code/Law
Logistic Division
Operations Division
Ward

Ballot/Ballot Paper
Issue

Mobile Polling Station
Polling Station/Poll
Digital Pen

Voters List
Electoral List
Election Regulations/Rules
Grassroots

Lobby

Political Players

Values

Bloc

Disclosure
Quota
Imperiali Quota
Droop Quota
Hare Quota

Party List

Sub-National Party List
Slate

Ticket

Free List
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NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTE

Legislative Recall

Member

Polling Official/Polling Station Officer
Electoral Process

Racism

Cross-Section of Voters

Non-Partisan
Unconstitutional
Non-Partisan/Unbiased

First Past the Post

Winner-Take-All

Post-Election Transition

Run-up to an Election

Voter Fatigue

Computer Tests of the Voter List
Federal

Federalism

Count/Vote Count

Preference Count

Quick Count

Stationary Teams (Obsetvers/Monitors)
Mobile Teams (Training Methodology)
Mobile Teams (Obsetvers/Monitors)
Campaign Team

Kitchen Cabinet

Corruption

Adjudication

Political Efficacy

Landslide

Leader
Slate

Opinion Leaders
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162 NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTE

Citizen Journalism
Civic Journalism
Press

Leadership Qualities
Jurisdiction

Ballot Box

Protest Vote
Exhausted Votes
Formal Vote
Provisional Vote
Declined Ballot
One Person, One Vote
Image

Format of the Voter Record

Hype

Sectarianism

Largest Remainder Method

Highest Average Method

Ballot Placement

Contest an Election/Challenge (Electoral)/Contestation/
Electoral Contestation

Door-to-Door/Canvass

Curtain (for Voting Booth)
Public

Confidence Level

Time

Threshold

Impartiality

Bottleneck

Petition

Election Petition
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Poll Book

Electronic Poll Book
Periodic Voter Registry
Civil Registry

Birth Registry

Paper Record/Paper Trail
Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT)
Heterogeneous Population
Voting Age Population
Homogenous Population
Authority

Electoral Authority
Governing Authority
Review Authority
Legislature

Governing Authority
Judicial Power
Malapportionment
Sovereignty

Public Policy

Politician

Electoral Procedures

Public Policy Issue
Sound Trucks

Network

Anomaly

Vote-Buying

Distribution Requirement
Election Legitimacy
Ballot Qualification
Database Design Requirements
Term Limits

Slogan

Transparency
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Contiguous Districts

Ad Hoc Electoral Districts
Majority-Runoff

State (with capital letter)
Established Democracies
Democracy
Representative Democracy

Nascent Democracy

Vision

Mayor

Polling Official/Polling Station Officer
Chief Electoral Officer
Association
Funder/Sponsor
Politician

Message

Pie Chart

Bar Graph

Censorship
Self-Censorship

Direct Censorship
Leadership

Election Calendar

Campaign Calendar

Leader

Curtain (for Voting Booth)

Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT)

Civil Registry
Register of Electors
Voter Registry/Voter File
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Proactive Campaign
Political Party Campaign
Constant Campaign
Neutrality

Trapdoor

Voting Server

Campaign Professionals
Spin Doctor/Spin
Campaign Abuse/Violation
Opponent

Privacy

Speech

Stump Speech

Campaign Plan

Contest an Election/Running for Office

District

Single-Seat Election

Constituency/Electoral District

Electoral Sub-District/ Precinct

Swing Precinct

Single-Seat Election

Swing District
Multi-Member District
Constitution
Electioneering
Proceedings

Pull

Blind Pull
Observer/Monitor Manual
Votet's Guide

Ad Hoc Electoral Districts

Congressional Districts
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Coefficient/Electoral Quotient
Governor

Indelible Ink

Voting Booth

District Magnitude
Boundary (Election)
Disenfranchise(ment)
Freedom

Freedom of Press
Freedom of Expression
Freedom of Speech
Party

Third Party

Ruling Party

Political Party

Partisan

Mobilization

Ballot Box Stuffing
Dark Horse

Quota

Fundraiser

Media Access

Suffrage

Veto

Human Rights

Election Rights
Political Rights

Rule

Rule of Law
Government

Coalition Government
Incumbent Government
Legitimate Government
Government of National Unity
Campaign

Reactive Campaign
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NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTE 167

Political Culture
Hanging Chad
Chad

Fundraiser

Voters Roll/Electoral Roll
Communal Roll

Cross Tabs

Tally Sheet/Reconciliation Sheet
Parallel Vote Tabulation (PVT)
Tabulation of Results

Public Hearing

Strategic Planning Session
Fundraising

Direct Mail Fundraising
Collation of Results
Association

Sound Bite

Audience
Constituency/Electorate
Republic

Gender Mainstreaming
Citizenship

Voting Machine

Electronic Voting Machine (EVM)

Direct Recording Electronic (DRE) Equipment
Optical Character Recognition (OCR) Device

Optical Mark Recognition (OMR) Device
Direct Data Capture (DDC) Device
Touch-Screen Voting Machine

Run-off Election
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Media Market

Vote Shifting

Mandate

Monitoring Report

Ticket Splitting/Vote Splitting
Power Sharing

Applying for Candidacy
Self-Determination

Election Day Report

Media Monitoring Report
Database Product (or Report)
Polling Division

Level Playing Field/Equal Opporttunity
Bloc

Apparentement

Caucus

Vote Tampering

Gerrymandering

Ballot Tampering

Communal Representation
At-Large

Ward Representation

Full Representation

Public Funding/Public Financing
Soft Money

Matching Funds

Hard Money

Internet Campaigning

Diversity

Voter Harassment

Preferential Distribution/Distribution of Preferences
Allocation of Seats/Seat Allocation
Bottoms Up

Literature Drop

Consolidation of Democracy/Democratic Consolidation

Voter Education
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Compulsory Voting
Electronic Voting (E-Voting)
Block Vote/Bloc Vote
At-Large Plurality

Approval Voting

Proxy Vote

Choice Voting/Instant Runoff Voting (IRV)

Punch-Card Voting
Declaration Votes

Straw Poll

Cumulative Voting

Out of Country Voting (OCV)
Special Voting

Otrdinary Vote

Internet Voting

Poll-Site Internet Voting
Remote Internet Voting
Postal Vote/Voting By Mail
Telephone Voting

Donkey Vote

Absentee Voting

Indirect Vote

Kiosk Voting

Emergency Voting

Embassy Voting

Black Box Voting

Voting for a Mix of Candidates
Advance Voting/Eatly Voting
Substitution of Voter

Contflict of Interest

Law and Otder

Mobilization

Legislative Amendment
Amendment of Electoral Law
Name Recognition

Gender Mainstreaming

Neutrality Pledge
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170 NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTE

Audit (Electoral)

People-to-List Audit (of the Voters List)
List-to-People Audit (of the Voters List)
Voters List Audit

Scrutiny

Voter Drop Off

Civic Education

Stratification (Strategy in PVT)

First Preference

Stay on Message

Consolidation of Democracy/Democratic Consolidation

Boundary Delimitation/Districting
Running for Office

Nomination

Voter Intimidation

Hype

Voter Information

Voter Fraud

Enrollment

Mail Registration

Registration of Parties or Candidates
Registration of Voters /Voter Registration
Inclusive Registration

Indirect Recording

Duplicate Registration

Visibility

Literature Handout

Nomination

GOTV = Get Out The Vote
Crossing Out Candidates (on the Ticket)
Mudslinging

Ratify

Certification of Election Results
Validation of the Voters List

Ballot Structure

Vote/Voting

Donkey Vote
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How-to-Vote Cards

International Election Observation Mission (or Delegation)

Observation Mission

Rhetoric

Municipality

Neutral Political Environment
Uncontrolled Environment
Controlled Environment

Manifesto

Preliminary Statement on Observation
Interim Statement on Observation
Final Statement on Observation

Press Release

Post-Election Statement on Observation
Primary Voters List Database Data
Secondary Voters List Database Data
Reliable and Valid Data

Polling Data

Swing

Confirmation Date
Cross Cutting Cleavages
In-kind Contribution
Campaign Donation
Consolidation of Democracy/Democratic Consolidation
Impartiality
Disenfranchise(ment)
Choice Transfer
Alliance

Choice Selection
Front-Loading
Verification

Booth Capturing
Stakeholder Analysis
Bias

Tactics
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Free and Fair Elections
Genuine Elections

Special Election

Closely Contested Election
General Election

State Election
Caucus-Style Election
By-Election

Local Election

Closely Contested Election
Midterm Election
National Election
Electoral Violation
Campaign Abuse/Violation
Bias

Voter Drop Off
Networking

Equity (Electoral)
Campaign Finance Regulations
Cross Cutting Cleavages
Qualification

Ballots Cast

Voter Priorities

Public Affairs Programming
Parliament

Program

Platform

Firmware

Political Platform

Election Day Schedule
Propaganda

Palm Card

Votet’s Identification Card
Observer Accreditation Card
Smart (Chip) Card
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Legislative Recall
Measure
Polling/Balloting
Categorical Ballot

Secret Ballot

Universal Suffrage
Institutional Polls

Direct Suffrage
Administrative Exclusion
Legal Exclusion

Simple Majority
Manufactured Majority
Absolute Majority
Plurality/Relative Majority
Stay on Message
Invalidation of Results
Media Complaint Mechanism
Media Monitoring Methodology
Persuadability
Accessibility

Database Accountability
Press Secretary
Impersonation

Down Ballot
Gubernatorial Election
Multi-Seat Election
Single-Member District
Direct Suffrage

Election

Transitional Election
Primary Election
Complementary Election
Preliminary Election
Blanket Primary

Closed Primary

Open Primary

Competitive Election
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Establishment

Database Exports

Reform

Electoral Reform
Campaign Finance Reform
Salvaged Votes

Popular Vote

Surplus Votes

Salvaged Votes

Votes Cast

Data Reporting Protocols
Legal Framework

Political Players

Recheck
Redistricting/Redistribution
Redistribution/Redivision
Choice Runoff
Redistribution/Redivision
Recheck

Recount

Claims

Parallel Vote Tabulation (PVT)

Electronic Media
Privately Controlled Media
State Controlled Media
Earned Media

Balanced Media

Paid Media

Print Media

Press

Endorsement
Declaration of Results
Election Advertising
Negative Advertisements
Advertisements
Landslide

Editorial

Propaganda
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End-to-End Test
Jurisdiction

Sampling of Results

Technical Irregularities (in the Voters List)

Code of Ethics

Past Performance
Directorate

Booth Management
Double Entry

Casting a Vote

Gender Mainstreaming
Convention Bounce
Q&A

Press Q&A

Choice Elimination
Strategy

Exit Poll

Political Polling
Election Opinion Survey
Opinion Poll

Push Poll

Straw Poll

Horse Race Tracking
Horse Race Question
Horse Race

Baseline Poll

Tracking Poll/Survey
Coattails
Plebiscite/Referendum
Volunteer Recruitment
Complaint Form
Bribing Voters
Verifiable Findings
Targeting

Geographic Targeting
Demographic Targeting
Election Supervision
Stakeholder
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Coalition

Research

District Research

Public Opinion Research
Candidate Research
Opposition Research
Visibility

Union

Federal

Direct Voter Contact
Mail Outreach/Direct Outreach
Phone Banking
Unreliable Evidence
Caucus

Town Hall Meeting
Proceedings

Complaints Adjudication Process
Review Process

Election Day Protocol
Alien/Non-Citizen
Resident Non-Citizen
Enumeration

Census

Ballot Box Seals

Load Test

Security Test
Functionality Test
Parallel Test

Usability Test
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